PARISH NEWSLETTER

Granite Falls United Church of Christ

210 9th Avenue, Granite Falls, MN 

First      Congregational UCC

224 North 4th Street, Montevideo

Volume 13, No. 8 – August of 2012

“Local Ministry, Global Mission”
Montevideo UCC hosts cross-country bicyclists

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo hosted 55 members of Cycle America who were on a bicycle tour from the West Coast to the East Coast of the United States.

   The church served the group its evening meal – a lasagna dinner – on Thursday, July 19, at 5:30 p.m. and its morning breakfast at 6:30 a.m. on Friday, July 20th.

   A good number of church members contributed food and time to make this fund-raising event very successful. The two meals netted $1,300 for the church general fund.

   The First Congregational UCC will have its major fundraising dinner – The Annual Hog Roast – on Sunday, November 4th. More people will be needed to help with setup, food preparation and serving for that event; so please set aside that date to help.

   The Annual Hog Roast is attended by 500 or more persons each year.
Pastor attends small church retreat

   Pastor Dick Fylling attended the summer retreat for leaders of smaller membership churches at the Christ the King Retreat at Buffalo, Minnesota, July 16 and 17. 

   The theme of the retreat was “8 Ways Small Churches are Changing the World (and How Yours Can, Too”).

   The retreat leader was Rev. Elizabeth Dilley, pastor at First Congregational UCC at Red Oak, Iowa. Pastor Fylling is inviting both our parish churches to individual work-shops of 60-90 minutes so that our churches will receive information, ideas and ways of ministering in our respective communities.

Lord’s Supper will be celebrated August 5th  

   We will celebrate the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper on Sunday, August 5, at both churches. Worship at the Granite Falls United Church of Christ is at 9:15 a.m. and at 11:00 a.m. at the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo.

Farewell  fellowship hour 

is set for August 19th
   A special farewell fellowship hour has been set for Sunday, August 19, for Nancy Strand who has been the pianist at the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo since 2005.

   The fellowship hour will start immediately following the 11 a.m. worship service on the 19th.

“Camp Friendship” is set for Aug. 22 at Montevideo

   “Camp Friendship”, a one-day Vacation Bible School program, will be presented by the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo on Wednesday, August 22, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The free event will be open to the public and all youngsters 4-15 are invited to attend (see inside pages for details).

Sunday School will return

at both parish churches

   Our Sunday school programs at Granite Falls and Montevideo will begin on Sunday, September 9. Granite Falls United Church of Christ will have its classes during worship at 9:15 while the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo will tentatively have its classes at 10:00.

Sermon Scriptures for August

August   5:  John 6:24-35

August 12:  Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2

August 19:  1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14

August 26:  Psalm 84

Small church retreat proves informative and inspiring

    I was one of 38 persons who attended the retreat at the Christ the King Retreat Center on Monday, July 16, and Tuesday, July 17, at Buffalo Lake to explored the subject “Small Membership Churches Changing and Saving the World!”.

   I had attended two excellent retreats in September the past two years; but was interested in going to this one because it would concentrate on the challenges and commitment facing small churches in and throughout our conference and beyond.

   The retreat focused on eight gifts that small churches have. One of the best aspects of the event was that everyone there was a resource person, experienced in the joys and struggles of being communities of faith that are vital to the life and spirit of their people and their communities.

   The Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ offered the outline to the event in its Volume 08, No. 29 COMMAntary: e-newsletter which members of our Granite Falls United Church of Christ recently received. It is a helpful guide to the areas covered at the retreat and was a good foundation for discussing the life, ministry and mission of small churches in rural, small town and urban communities.

   Rev. Elizabeth Dilley, pastor of First Congregational UCC at Red Oak, Iowa – a church that had had a history of short-term pastorates, was the presenter of the program. She has been the pastor at Red Oak for nine years and is now starting working with the national staff of the UCC as Minister for Ministers in Local Churches. Her presentations were informative, inspiring and entertaining. They also affirmed and confirmed the innovative programs being realized in new ways in old places.

   The 38 attendees included pastors, spouses and several lay leaders who had come to get information that would be helpful to our churches. I must admit that, when I looked at the schedule for the event, I didn’t think we could cover a lot of areas in about 24 hours. I was wrong. 

   On Monday evening, we broke into interest groups to discuss the ministries in our respective areas. The most attended of these dialogues was the one on being a conservative church in a liberal or progressive denomination.

   I am offering to go through these eight areas in a 60-90 minute presentation. The Diaconate at Montevideo has already accepted – and I will be sharing the information in a forum on September 19, following a potluck supper.

   Rev. Dilley made reference to several books and authors during her presentation and provided the attendees with an excellent bibliography. I must have been impressed. I went home and ordered five books a couple days later.

   The September retreats had been very good in 2010 and 2011; but focusing completely on the ministry, mission, challenges and celebrations life together in small churches made this the best one I have attended.
AMPWG begins work on 2013 Annual Meeting

   The Annual Meeting Planning Work Group began working on the 2013 Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ Annual Meeting as it gathered on Saturday, July 28, at Mayflower United Church of Christ at Minneapolis. The meeting will be held June 7-9 at The College of St. Benedict. I would like to see a good delegation of our members from both churches as we gather next year.




Dick Fylling, Pastor
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2012

	Responsibility

	
	August 5
	August 12
	August 19
	August 26

	Usher& Acolyte
	Dick Anderson
	Spencer Kvam
	Dick Anderson
	Dick Anderson

	Usher& Acolyte
	Sharon Anderson
	Peggy Kvam
	Sharon Anderson
	Sharon Anderson

	Fellowship
(Only 1 server in August)
	Rich/Sue Rollins

(Only 1 server in August)
	Bea Read

(Only 1 server in August)
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell

(Only 1 server in August)
	Jerry/Sheila Koepke

(Only 1 server in August)

	Liturgist
	Sue Selden
	Lesley Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	Sally Thoma
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Aug.   4
Vicke Zumhofe 

Aug.   1
Babe & Sherri Gatchell

Aug. 10
Jennifer Krinke 

Aug. 20
Jerry & Barb Gustafson

Aug. 14
Lou Anne Kling 

Aug. 22
Jon & Tammy Anderson

Aug. 21
Nicholas Anderson 

Aug. 28
Kent & Imo Sunderland

Aug. 23
Adam Koepke 

Aug. 31
Wayne & Lou Anne Kling

Aug. 25
Jeff VanOverbeke
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Aug. 26
Shawn Newman

Aug. 26
Helen Stukel

Aug. 30
Jon Anderson





AUGUST CHURCH CALENDAR

[image: image3.png]


August 5 
9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion

August 8   
7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting


August 12
9:15 a.m.
Worship



August 19
9:15 a.m.
Worship

August 20  


Deadline for Encounter News

August 26   
9:15 a.m.
Worship
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Note from the Yellow Medicine County Family Services:   We are wondering if anyone might be interested in donating diapers to the food shelf.  We recently had the opportunity to purchase them from second harvest but that is no longer an option for us.  We have had families inquire about them and it would be nice to have them on hand.  Thank you for anything you can do for the food shelf!
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

 All requests for educational financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by Oct. 15.  Memorial, Bequests and Special gifts committee will be meeting to consider and allot funds at that time.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.
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Congratulations to Sharon Anderson for being the 2012 Outstanding Senior Citizen of Yellow Medicine County.  She was presented the award at the Fair.                
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
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Through heat or cold, you can count on our drivers making meal deliveries in our village.  Those who delivered the meals during the week of June 10 - 16 included Darrell and Hazel Carter, Helen Stukel, Pearl Lenzen, Sharon Anderson, Karen Schmidt-Dill, LaVonne Koenen, and Cherri and Cindy Fjermestad. Thank you to all of the drivers. 
☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺
 There were 3 good arguments that Jesus was Black:                                 (Joke submitted by Karen Schmidt-Dill)

1. He called everyone brother.
2. He liked Gospel.
3. He didn't get a fair trial.
 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was Jewish:


1. He went into His Father's business.
2. He lived at home until he was 33.
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3. He was sure his Mother was a virgin and his Mother was sure He was God.
 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was Italian:
1. He talked with His hands.
2. He had wine with His meals.
3. He used olive oil.
 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was a Californian:
1. He never cut His hair.
2. He walked around barefoot all the time.
3. He started a new religion.
 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was an American Indian:
1. He was at peace with nature.
2. He ate a lot of fish.
3. He talked about the Great Spirit.
 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was Irish:
1. He never got married.
2. He was always telling stories.
3. He loved green pastures.
 

But the most compelling evidence of all - 3 proofs that Jesus was a woman:
1. He fed a crowd at a moment's notice when there was virtually no food.
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

August Issue No. 8   
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Visitation Assistant


Karen Schmidt-Dill

Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

Church Office:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442
Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138
Church Hours:  M-F 9:00-12:00 Noon

