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“Spreading Christ’s Love”
Churches set for September

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ and the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo are set for the new season of mission and ministry as the month of September begins.

   Worship services will be held at both churches on Sunday, September 2nd, as we welcome people back from their summer activities on Labor Day weekend. 

   On Sunday, September 9, both churches will celebrate “Rally Sunday” as their Sunday school programs kick off with a new season of study at both Granite Falls and at Montevideo. A potluck dinner at the home of Jane and Kevin Myhre will follow the service at Montevideo.

   The new Sunday school teachers will be introduced at both churches and the Granite Falls United Church of Christ choir will begin its new year of ministry under the direction of Jeff Iverson. 

   The organist at Granite Falls is Joan Lundell and the pianist at Montevideo is Barb Morseth.

Choir will begin its ministry 

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ choir will begin its new year of ministry on Sunday, September 9. The first rehearsal will be on Wednesday, September 5.

   New members of all ages are invited to join the choir as the fall season commences. Come and share your love of music with our excellent church choir.

Sermon Scriptures for September

September   2:
  James 1:17-27

September   9:  Mark 7:24-37

September 16:
  Mark 8:27-38

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated September 9th  

   We will celebrate the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper on Sunday, September 9, at both churches. Worship at the Granite Falls United Church of Christ is at 9:15 a.m. and at 11:00 a.m. at the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo.

Dr. Kahmann will present 

program on acupuncture

Dr. Sunshine Kahmann, a chiropractor at Montevideo, will present a program on acupuncture for the Fellowship Program at the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 5th, as the church Fellowship begins its new year of ministry.

   All men and women members and friends of the church are welcome to attend.
“Camp Friendship” is a

glowing success for all

   Twelve youngsters from the church family and local community attended the one-day Vacation Bible School program at the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo on Wednesday, August 22.

   “Camp Friendship” featured a variety of music, crafts, Bible stories and recreation. The event was for youngsters 4 years of age through 15. Adult volunteers for the program were Trista Mages, Cody Maynus, Jane Myhre, Celeste Suter, Mary Fylling, Vicki Poier, Nancy Dack and Lindsay Popovich. Marc Dissell and Jennifer Briest provided a tent and Mark Suter made the nametags.

Pastor will present program

    Dick Fylling will present a review of the retreat he attended at Buffalo: “Small Membership Churches Changing and Saving the World!” at 6:30 p.m., Sept. 19, at Montevideo. All members and friends of our churches are welcome to attend.

Pastor’s Page

OCTOBER PREVIEW

World Communion Sunday
     We will celebrate World Communion Sunday on October 7. We will share the sacrament as part of the church universal at our regular worship services at 9:15 a.m. at Granite Falls and at 11:00 a.m. at Montevideo.

   We hope you will be there as we celebrate with the Christian community our life and unity in Christ.

Neighbors in Need

   We will share in the special Neighbors in Need Mission Offering on Sunday, October 7, at both Granite Falls and at Montevideo.

   Neighbors in Need is one of our major offerings. It is a special mission offering that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.

   One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering are used for UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.

2012 Meander

   The 2012 Meander will be held from October 5-7 as the Upper Minnesota Art Crawl draws people from throughout our area to see the work of artists and crafts persons from Granite Falls, Montevideo and all the way to just north of Ortonville.

   The event will begin with the Meander Opening Night from 4-9 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 5. It will include music, food, a walking theatre, historic tours and other entertainment.

 Four members of our church families at Granite Falls and at Montevideo will be 
displaying their work for this annual Odyssey of outstanding works by gifted people throughout the area.

   They are Gene Stukel and Kurt and Paula Soine of Granite Falls and Celeste Suter of Montevideo.

   We hope you will take time to join the Meander on Friday or Saturday or after worship at Granite Falls or Montevideo on Sunday morning, October 7.

Montevideo will host discussion

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will host a discussion regarding the November 7, 2012 Minnesota amendment on marriage at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 14.

   This gather is part of the Respectful Conversations Project convened by The Minnesota Council of Churches. It is intended to give people from throughout the state the opportunity to respectfully explore and discuss the issues involved in the amendment.

   This event will not be a debate or an attempt to change one’s viewpoints. It is designed to help participant realize a commonality of concern about the issue and how we can dialogue with one another as a statewide community.

   These will be table conversations in the Fellowship Hall at the church and everyone in our communities will be invited to attend. Several members of our church families will be asked to lead the table discussions.

“Homecoming” begins Sept. 9

    Fall means “Homecoming” as people come home to visit their places of their youths. “Homecoming” also means our returning to our churches for worship every time we do so.

   Our “Homecoming” begins Sept. 9 and will continue each week we worship.
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2012
	Responsibility
	September 2
	September 9
	September 16
	September 23
	September 30

	Please find your own substitute if you are unable to take your assigned week.

	Usher
	Terry VanDerPol
	Helen Stukel
	Helen Stukel
	Pearl Lenzen
	Helen Stukel

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship
	Mike/Shelly Gaffaney
	Rally Sunday
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	Butch Olson
	DuWayne/Lavonne Koenen

	Fellowship
	John/Julie Butterbrodt
	Rally Sunday
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Rich Dill/Karen Schmidt-Dill
	Leroy/Ruby Hieb

	Liturgist
	Sue Selden
	Helen Stukel 
	Lesley Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Ron/Marty Bergman
	Tom/Linda Bukowski
	Bob Slettedahl
	Diane Bakker
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Sept.  3
Kyle Mooney 


Sept.  2
Mark & Jackie Anderson
Sept.  6
Pearl Lenzen 


Sept.  6
Darrell & Hazel Carter
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Margaret Zumhofe


Jared Zumhofe


Curt Soine

Sept.  8
Brad Hall

Sept.  9
Cassi Mooney

Sept. 11
John Dack





Sept. 12
Sue Rollins

Sept. 17
Emily Rollins


Steve Zumhofe

Sept. 23
Shelby Nielsen

Sept. 28
Helen Stukel

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

 All requests for educational financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by Oct. 15.  Memorial, Bequests and Special gifts committee will be meeting to consider and allot funds at that time.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.
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Congratulations to Sharon Anderson for being the 2012 Outstanding Senior Volunteer of the Year for Yellow Medicine County.  She was presented the award at the YMC Fair on July 29. 
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SEPTEMBER 2012 CHURCH CALENDAR

Sept. 2

9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion

Sept. 5

6:30 p.m.
Choir

Sept. 6

9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Sept. 9

9:15 a.m.
Worship/Rally Sunday

Sept. 12
6:30 p.m.
Choir



7:30 p.m.
Council Meeting

Sept. 13
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Sept. 16
9:15 a.m.
Worship

Sept. 17
Encounter News Due for Oct.

Sept. 19
6:30 p.m.
Choir



7:30 p.m.
Joint Meeting in Montevideo





Rev. Fylling sharing information on small churches

Sept. 20
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Sept. 23
9:15 a.m.
Worship/Karen Schmidt-Dill

Sept. 26
6:30 p.m.
Choir

Sept. 27
9:15 a.m.
Bible Study

Sept. 30
9:15 a.m.
Worship/Guest Speaker

                                                               DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
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The meals kept warm, without a problem, for delivery during the week of July 22-28! Those who shared their time to do this were: LaVonne and Duane Koenen and grand-daughters Megan and Lauren Soomg, Jerry and Barb Gustafson, Pearl Lenzen, Sharon Anderson, Joel Beninga and Leroy Hieb. Thanks to each of you, and especially for Megan and Lauren!  This experience is always enlightening and a 
                                              lesson in our hearts and souls.....and, so rewarding to each of us who can do mission 
                                              work right here in Granite Falls.  Our church will be serving DAYD Sept. 2 -8.  By
                                              the time that you will receive this article, we will be looking for drivers for t. 7 - 13.   

                                                                                               Ruby Hieb    564-4339

We need volunteers to sit in the office Monday and Tuesday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Men and women are encouraged to help with this.  You just have to answer the phone and greet visitors.
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There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country. 
"Is there anything breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk. 
"Only the Ten Commandments." answered the lady. 
Granite Falls United Church of Christ (Congregational)

Council Meeting August 8, 2012

Present: Spencer Kvam, Janie Ator, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Steve Zumhofe, Bryan Mooney, Sharon Anderson & special guest Katie Kvam    Absent: Lesley Anderson, Rev. Dick Fylling

Devotions led by Janie Ator—Still-Speaking Devotional—“Innie or an Outie”  2 Corinthians 4:16

Quorum was declared by moderator, Rob Ator and the meeting called to order at 7:06 PM. 

Agenda reviewed: Add to Committee Reports-Joint Parish and to New Business—Meatball Dinner. The agenda was approved with the above changes. M/S/C  Spencer Kvam/Sharon Anderson

Minutes of the June 13, 2012 meeting were reviewed and approved as read. M/S/C Janie Ator/Sharon Anderson

Committee Reports
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Janie Ator--planning a meeting. Will be needing to discuss the curriculum and orienting the new teachers.

WORSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP—Sharon Anderson—has not met

BUILDING AND MAINTEANANCE—Steve Zumhofe—Upstairs toilet issue repaired. Basement exit door sticks and needs to be pushed closed from the outside. Carpet staining in the basement was discussed with Aus’ Flooring. They do not think it is glue coming through. Steve will work on one more shampoo to see if that fixes it otherwise the Council will be looking at new carpeting.

STEWARDSHIP—Spencer Kvam—Committee met last week. The Stewardship Campaign is in the beginning stages of planning for the fall. The Budget Brunch is scheduled for Sunday, December 2. August Mission Moments is the UCC Disaster Response and September is Neighbors in Need. 

WIDER CHURCH—On the Conference level; the transition team is in place and working on how the conference will function if for some reason there were no Conference Minister. Rev. Karen Smith Sellers is still planning on retiring June of 2013. A search committee is being formed, somewhere between 7-9 members and there is a committee to review and rewrite the Conference Minister’s Job Description. Of interest to the national UCC office is how this transition is going to take place, perhaps there will be an interim or a transition team or go directly to the next Conference Minister. (MN Conference is doing something no other conference has tried yet.) 

Pilgrim Point Camp has been running full. Both Katie Kvam and Julia Kvam have been there as counselors this summer. 

MEMORIALS, BEQUESTS AND SPECIAL GIFTS—Janie Ator—Did meet, committee is asking that the scholarship requests should be in for review to be handed out at the October meeting. They have given a donation to the Riverfront Revitalization Project. Of note is that the stock market has gradually been improving and the dividend returns are picking up at least a little bit.

JOINT PARISH—Of note, discovered that there ARE term limits for these positions. 

JOINT TASK FORCE—no report

M/S/C Janie Ator/Spencer Kvam Accept the committee reports as presented.

Financial Report—Janie Ator

June’s income was very low. There were two large outgoing payments, one for Rev. Fylling’s annuity for $814.00 and the other for the MN Conference association dues $1,270.00. They are paid. For the month of July, the income was better and much smaller “normal” expenses, the church was in the black for July by $36.00. The General Fund checking account has $257.00 in it with $2,600.00 expected as reimbursement from First Congregational UCC in Montevideo. Spending reserves have come from the general operating fund to the tune of $7,200.00 for the 2012 year to date. Have not needed to do the official internal borrowing.

Our Church’s Wider Mission giving was $902.00 for July. We are right on target for the amount pledged.

M/S/C Spencer Kvam/Steve Zumhofe Accept the financial report as given. 

Pastor’s Report—Rev. Dick Fylling (written report)

1. I have attended two “Listening Sessions” at the Berge Building on the history of the Granite Falls community on July 24 and July 31. I hosted the leaders of that research program on Wednesday morning, August 1, as they are preparing a program for the Meander in October.

2. I attended a workshop at Buffalo on July 16 & 17 on the subject of Small Churches doing great things and am inviting our churches at Granite Falls and Montevideo to a 60-90 minute workshop on that program. The Diaconate at Montevideo has already accepted the invitation – and I will be conducting a session there at 6:30 p.m. on September 19. Let me know if you would like me to conduct one here.

3. I attended the supper and discussion on Sustaining Communities in respect to environmental concerns in our communities and beyond. It proved to be very informative and drew persons from Morris to Mankato. It was an excellent program. This was held at the Legion building last night, August 7. 

4. I will be taking 12 days vacation from September 20 through October 1. This will include two Sundays: September 23 and September 30. The Parish Council will need to find substitutes for those services. I will ask the pastor at Benson to cover calls for me.

5. I will be passing out a Worship Survey to those in attendance on August 12 and August 19 to help the Worship and Membership Committee to get ready for the fall schedule at its meeting August 21. The survey will also be in the September newsletter; but we need to get responses by August 20 for this one.

Council action item # 2. Small Churches program on September 19 at 6:30 p.m. This congregation will attend the session already planned in Montevideo.

Item # 4. Vacation pulpit supply – Karen Schmidt-Dill will lead worship on Sunday, September 23 in Granite Falls and Montevideo. The worship and membership committee and Joint Parish committee will need to work on getting someone to lead for September 30th. 

Old Business
CHURCH WEBSITE—Katie Kvam—Wordpress is the better web site with better options for our church website, they are more professional looking also. Can purchase the domain site through Wordpress for a year and they will renew the domain for the church. Cost is $18.00 per year with the ability to purchase more add-ons if desired. There is a blog feature available so that church members can add notes to the site as well as an area for attaching photos. It looks very easy to update and have links to National and Conference materials. 

M/S/C Sharon Anderson/Karen Schmidt-Dill Motion to have Katie complete setting up the church website with Wordpress for $18.00 per year using uccgf.org as the domain name. 

New Business
RALLY SUNDAY—September 9, Christian Education committee (Julie Butterbrodt, Tammy Anderson, Sheila Koepke, Janie Ator) is working on a meeting time that will include the teachers for September.

MEATBALL DINNER—Need to get date set up soon. Things to be aware of: avoid November 3 since Montevideo’s pork dinner is on November 4 and the 3rd is also opening deer hunting season. (Karen Schmidt-Dill will be checking with Sheila VanOverbeke and Jenny Henslin for dates. Also to check with GF Lutheran about their confirmation date and St. Andrew’s Church to see about a fall festival date.) 

DIAPERS FOR FOOD SHELF—Sharon Anderson is asking about a donation from Women’s Fellowship Fund to purchase disposable diapers for the food shelf. That is an item that is rarely donated and they can’t purchase them at the big warehouse. Consensus was that she go ahead and buy some of the small packages of diapers. 

Church Use Requests—Friday, October 19 for a wedding shower for Cassie Mooney. Approved by consensus. 

Devotions for September 12 meeting—Rob Ator   Council will meet at 7:30 PM after choir practice.

Meeting Adjourned—at 8:22 PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Schmidt-Dill, clerk 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SHUT OFF THE LIGHTS AND LOCK THE DOORS WHEN YOU LEAVE THE CHURCH.  THANK YOU!
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Please fill out the following worship survey and return it to the church office by November 1st. Thank you, very much, for sharing your responses.

WORSHIP SURVEY

How often do you attend worship here?

A. Four times a month  B. three  C. two  D. Once  E. Occasionally

Are your hopes and expectations for worship generally met?

A. Yes  B. No    and why or why not?

Listed below are some of the elements of our worship experience. Please use the following 5-1 scale to evaluate each of them:

5: Very meaningful  4. Helpful  3. Okay  2. Fair ! Doesn’t work

______  Order of Worship

______  Hymn choices

_______Children’s Time

_______Anthems

_______Scriptures

_______Sermons

What subjects would you like to have discussed in Our Sermons?

Do you have suggestions for the ways we do Baptism and the Lord’s Supper?

Do you have suggestions for how we celebrate the church year? (Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost?)
Do you feel welcome when you come to worship?

Do you welcome others when you come to worship?

What hymns would you like to sing more often?

Note any ways we can make our worship services more meaningful to you and others.

Would you like more persons to be involved in our worship services?

Thank you, again, for sharing in this survey. The results will be used by our worship planners and the results made public in a future newsletter. We thank you for your responses as we consider our worship planning for this new season of worship.
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER
September 2012    Issue No. 9    
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

Church Office:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442
Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138
Church Hours:  M-F 9:00-12:00 Noon
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