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“Spreading Christ’s Love”
Dinner dates are ready

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ and the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo have set the dates for their annual fall dinners.

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ will have its Annual Meatball Dinner at 11 a.m. on Sunday, October 28, following the morning worship service at 9:15 a.m. 

   Sheila VanOverbeke and Jenny (Leyse) Henslin will once again coordinate the dinner.

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will hold its 30th Annual Hog Roast at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 4. There will be no worship service that Sunday.

   Leta Angrimson will once again coordinate the dinner that has attracted more than 500 persons in recent years.      
Sermon Scriptures for October

October   7:  Mark 2:10-16

October 14:  Mark 10:17-31

October 21:  Mark 10:35-45

October 28:  Mark 10:46-52

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated October 7th  

   We will celebrate the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper on Sunday, October 7, at both churches. Worship at the Granite Falls United Church of Christ is at 9:15 a.m. and at 11:00 a.m. at the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo.

The annual Neighbors in Need Offering will be received on Sunday, October 7, also.

Annual Meander event will be held October 5-7

   The Annual Meander event will be held on Friday, October 5, through Sunday, October 7, at Granite Falls and Montevideo and the surrounding area between our church communities and Ortonville.

   The Meander will kick off with an opening event at Granite Falls. “The Granite Falls Meandering River Walk” will present a history of that Minnesota River area in a walking production along the banks of the river, behind the K. K. Berge Building in downtown Granite Falls.

   Sharon Anderson, Mary Fylling and Dick Fylling will participate in the play.

Conversations will be held regarding state amendment

   The Minnesota Council of Church is sponsoring a series of “Respectful Conversations” regarding the Amendment on marriage that shall be voted upon Nov. 6.

   On Sunday, October 14, the First Congre-gational UCC at Montevideo will host one of these conversations to provide a forum for people from our communities and the area around us to share their thoughts and feelings about the amendment.

   This will be a time of sharing and not a debate. It will be held at 6:30 p.m.

Pastor will present program

   Pastor Dick Fylling will offer a review of the retreat he attended at Buffalo on  “Small Membership Churches Changing and Saving the World” in July at Buffalo. He will present this program at the Granite Falls UCC at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 21. He presented this program at Montevideo on September 19.

Annual Food Drive will be Nov. 7
   The Annual Granite Falls Food Drive will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 7, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Our church will provide refresh-ments in the fellowship hall at 7:30 p.m.
Pastor’s Page

Excerpts from a Sermon:

   “Judaism and Christianity are religions  of hope. No matter what the conditions of life, yet there is hope for a better future. Amos, the prophet, writing long before the days of Jesus, brought his book to a close in these words” “And they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine-yards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.”

   “Today Plymouth Church is a building without walls, at least with walls without a roof. Our church today lies in ruin, but tomorrow the workmen will begin the long road of reconstruction. The work will not stop until the building stands complete again as a house of worship.”

   “But the broken walls as they stand on this Sunday are symbolic of something very vital in the life and ministry of any church. The church cannot forever shut itself off from the world. It must always be part of the world in which men live, toil and play. The modern church must tear down its walls of separation and march out into the world where men of life live. In other words, the church today must become ever more evangelistic. We speak now of the outreach of the church, and that includes Plymouth. Together, we consider the congregation without walls!”

   “A church is not so much known for its creed as for its work. Faith without works is dead. A person and a church is known for its fruit.”

   “By their deeds shall we correctly evaluate both persons and churches.”

   “A cup of cold water given in the name of Christ is better than a thousand words without a heart.”

  What can Plymouth Church do to break down the walls of self-concern and become social minded? How can we minister to East Madison better in the future than in the past? How can our influence for good be extended through-out the land and to the far corners of the world?”.

  ‘What then can we do here in Madison - - - our Jerusalem?”

1. “When our sanctuary is ready, we can make a point to keep the doors open as much as possible for prayer, on an ecumenical basis.” “We shall not try to maintain an institution. We shall primarily seek to serve people.”

3. “Make our facilities available to all races and creeds. Seek out the unchurched for membership and support but also for mission. Get all kinds of people involved in our church work.”

6. “Christians must concern themselves with the quality of our school programs.”

7. “We must break down all lines of hostility.”

9. “Our church must focus on its own neighborhood and its people.” “In a sense, the walls must come tumbling down if a church is to serve.”

11. “Worship must have a large part in our church’s program. Worship is the very heart of Christian activity.”

These excerpts were taken from the sermon: “THE CONGREGATION WITHOUT WALLS”, preached by Dr. Clifford Fylling on Sunday, May 5, 1968, at St. Benedict Catholic Church at Madison, Wisconsin, three months after the Plymouth Congregational Church, one-half a block away, had been largely destroyed by a fire started by vandals. It was less than a month after the assassin-ation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and a month before the assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy.
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2012

	Responsibility

	
	October 7
	October 14
	October 21
	October 28

	Usher& Acolyte
	Terry VanDerPol
	Pearl Lenzen
	Helen Stukel
	Terry VanDerPol

	Usher& Acolyte
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Steve/Vicke Zumhofe
	Bryan/Jenny Henslin
	Bob Slettedahl

	Fellowship
	Diane Bakker
	Joel/Diane Beninga
	Rich Dill/Karen Schmidt-Dill
	Keith/Deb Koerlin

	Liturgist
	Terry VanDerPol 
	Sue Selden
	Helen Stukel
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Marv/Bev Nordang
	Ray/Sharon Olson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 




OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Oct.  1
Jackie Anderson 




Oct. 14
Rob & Janie Ator
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Oct.  2
LaVonne Koenen

Oct.  5
Mike Gaffaney

[image: image3.png]


Oct.  9
Barb Gustafson

Oct. 10
Beulah Miller

Oct. 11
Julie Butterbrodt

Oct. 13
Molly Nielsen

Oct. 19
Sue Selden

Oct. 21
Sheila VanOverbeke

Oct. 28
Gene Stukel

Oct. 29
Babe Gatchell
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IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

All requests for educational financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by 
Oct. 15.  Memorial, Bequests and Special Gifts Committee will be meeting to consider and allot funds at that time.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.
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JEWELRY PARTY






October 21 and 22
333 4th Avenue, Granite Falls

507-828-8892

Diane Persons is inviting everyone to check out the jewelry she makes.  It’s the time of year to think about CHRISTMAS gifts or just to refurbish your own accessories.
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Congratulations goes out to Jeff Iverson who has been selected by the American Choral Directors Association of Minnesota as the 2012
Outstanding Young Choral Director Awards
Established in 1988, this award is for conductors who have:
*Ten or less years of conducting experience       *Establishment of high performance and literature standards
*Promotion of choral music in the community    *Consistent ACDA membership 
*Attends and supports ACDA functions and state-wide activities
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DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
Great weather...great drivers and great food!

 

At least we can only go by the recipients and they are always grateful for the deliveries.

Those who signed the 'yellow tablet' to do deliveries include Dick and Sharon Anderson, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Pearl Lenzen, Helen Stukel, LaVonne Koenen, Jon Butterbrodt, Terri VanDerPol and Leroy Hieb.  Our next date for helping others in town is October 14 - 20.  Either sign the sheet or give a call. There aren't too many more chances to fulfill that New Year Resolution that you made on Jan. 1, 2012. Step up now!                   Ruby Hieb     564-4339 

OCTOBER CHURCH CALENDAR
October 3
6:00 p.m.
Choir

[image: image9.wmf]October 7 
9:15 a.m.
Worship/World Communion




Neighbors in Need Offering

October 10
6:00 p.m.
Choir

   

7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting
October 11
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study


October 14
9:15 a.m.
Worship


6:30 p.m.
Montevideo Church





Respectful Conversations





Re:  Amendment on Marriage





(See Page 1)

October 17
6:00 p.m.
Choir

October 18
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

October 19
7:00 p.m.
Bridal Shower for Cassi Mooney





Bring a favorite recipe

October 21
9:15 a.m.
Worship


          10:30 a.m.
Worship & Membership Mtg.



6:30 p.m.
Pastor Present Program on





Buffalo Retreat (See Page 1)



October 22  


Deadline for Encounter News

October 24   
6:00 p.m.
Choir



7:30 p.m.
Stewardship Meeting

October 25
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

October 28
9:15 a.m.
Worship



11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   Meatball Dinner

October 31
6:00 p.m.
Choir
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We need volunteers to sit in the office Monday and Tuesday mornings from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Men and women are encouraged to help with this.  You just have to answer the phone and greet visitors.
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO SHUT OFF THE LIGHTS AND LOCK THE DOORS WHEN YOU LEAVE THE CHURCH.  THANK YOU!
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Meatball Dinner—Save the Date!

Wow, fall has arrived and along with that comes the annual meatball dinner. This year you will want to plan to assist in the preparation on October 27th, Saturday, morning hours, and the serving to the public along with all the good smells and fellowship happens on Sunday, October 28th. Be watching for
                           emails and US Postal Service mailings about what you will be needed to
                           provide. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Granite Falls United Church of Christ (Congregational)
Council Meeting September 12, 2012

Present: Spencer Kvam, Janie Ator, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Rob Ator, Steve Zumhofe, Lesley Anderson, Bryan Mooney, Sharon Anderson & ex-officio, Rev. Dick Fylling.

Devotions led by Sharon Anderson—Still-Speaking Devotional: Solomon Building House and House of God.

Quorum was declared by consensus and meeting called to order at 7:00 PM. 

Agenda reviewed: Add to New Business-per Lesley Anderson Approve the Agenda with the addition to New Business.  M/S/C  Karen Schmidt-Dill/Spencer Kvam

Minutes of the August 8, 2012 meeting were reviewed. A correction was needed in those present at the meeting, Rob Ator was present. The minutes were approved with the above correction. M/S/C Janie Ator/Sharon Anderson

Committee Reports
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Janie Ator—Julie Butterbrodt, Janie Ator and Rev. Fylling met. Church school materials were ordered. They coordinated the Sunday School into quarters for the year. Class will be held after children’s time in worship each week, class will be about ½ an hour each week. Kim Olson will be teaching every other week at least. Allie Ator and Laura Butterbrodt have also agreed to assist and more adults are requested to help fill in. 

WORSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP—Sharon Anderson—The committee is asking that the survey’s about worship be sent out per snail mail. Pillow case dresses for the young girls who are living in very poor circumstances will be put together in November. Marsha from Marketing-Lindale House Publishing called-the congregation will be getting bulletin inserts with a focus on Mission at a cost of $7.00 per month. Congregation must call to cancel the subscription after the trial period.

BUILDING AND MAINTANANCE—Steve Zumhofe—Notes that there are no issues. Things just seem to happen, thanks to the congregation’s members! “Thank you”, Steve says. Lattice in the garden is repaired, weeds along the fence line in the parking lot are cleared out, light bulbs have been replaced. No problems at the Parsonage. 

STEWARDSHIP—Spencer Kvam—September Mission Moment is Neighbors in Need, October will be the Pledge Drive.

WIDER CHURCH—Rev. Fylling and Spencer Kvam report—The Small Church discussion group will be held on October 21, 2012 at 6:30 PM. There was a 2 day meeting held at Pilgrim Point Camp with the Conference Board of Directors and leaders of almost every Conference committee in attendance. The two Conference Associate Ministers will be taking turns with their 3 month sabbaticals starting this winter. The Conference Minister Search Committee has been formed. The first meeting will be a very large group, held at Mayflower Church on October 19th. 

MEMORIALS, BEQUESTS AND SPECIAL GIFTS—Janie Ator—Will be meeting in October.

JOINT PARISH—there have been some email meetings occurring, September 23 Karen Schmidt-Dill will be leading worship at both congregations and on September 30th, it will be Cody Maynus leading worship.

M/S/C Spencer Kvam/Janie Ator  Accept the committee reports as presented.

Financial Report—Janie Ator

Monthly income remains very short, year-to-date $8,266.00 has been transferred from General Funds savings to checking. If the giving continues at this rate, the end of year projection is that there will be $10-12,000.00 left in savings. Month of August there were no extra expenses and the projected budget is actually being slightly under spent. Our Churches Wider Mission receipts are right on target! There will be an article going into the Encounter from the council regarding keeping current with pledges and even those who have not pledged to remember the church.

M/S/C Steve Zumhofe/Bryan Mooney Accept the financial report.

Pastor’s Report—Rev. Dick Fylling

1. I will be presenting an overview of the retreat I attended at Buffalo on July 16-17 about small churches and 8 ways they are doing great things. The program will be held here at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 21. This is the same program I will be presenting at Montevideo on September 19th at 6:30 p.m.

2. I will be remaining here following worship for the Meatball Dinner on Sunday, October 28, to greet and meet people from the community who will be attending the dinner.

3. The Pastor-Parish Committee Annual Review will be held on Wednesday, November 7, at 7:00 p.m.

4. The Granite Falls Annual Food Drive will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 7. Pickup of food will begin at 6:00 p.m. Our church will host the workers following the delivery of the food as have the past few years.

5. Sister Lois will conclude her ministry at St. Andrew Catholic Church at Granite Falls at the end of October. There will be a farewell gathering for her at 6:00 p.m. on October 27.

Old Business
CHURCH WEBSITE—www.granitefallsucc.org  This will be listed in all bulletins and the Encounter newsletter monthly. THANK YOU, Katie Kvam for putting this together and managing the website at this time! 

MEATBALL DINNER—will be held on Sunday, October 28. The council is discussing prices and will be starting the advertising ASAP. Jennie Henslin and Sheila VanOverbeke communicated with the council that this is the last year they will be coordinating the dinner.

PASTORAL COVERAGE FOR SEPTEMBER 30—Cody Maynus will be leading.

New Business
HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP—Sunday, October 7 right after worship with October 14 being the weather back-up date.

COMPUTER SOFTWARE FOR CHURCH—The “new” computer is somewhat faster, there are problems getting it all connected up. Council discussed getting Tim Miller back again to see if he can undo the changes that he had made and make it very difficult for the church secretary to do her job. Perhaps it is possible to get the Windows 7 software. 

LESLEY ANDERSON RESIGNATION—Lesley Anderson is tendering her resignation from council. She will be moving back to Ontario toward the end of October. Thank you, Lesley, for your many years of membership and service to this congregation!

Church Use Requests—Tammy Anderson with Ron and Marty Bergman has requested the basement for Saturday, October 20th, 12-6 PM.  Approved by consensus.

Devotions for October 10  meeting—Rob Ator   Council will meet at 7:00 PM.

Meeting Adjourned—at 8:30 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,  Karen Schmidt-Dill, clerk 
GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

October Issue No. 10   


CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Visitation Assistant


Karen Schmidt-Dill

Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

NEW WEB SITE:  granitefallsucc.org   

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

Church Office:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442
Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138
Church Hours:  M-F 9:00-12:00 Noon

    NEW CHURCH WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org





KITCHEN CLEAN UP


Please be sure that you are cleaning up and putting away all dishes and utensils after you use the kitchen.  Garbage bags need to be replaced, coffee pots put away, etc.  Drawers are clearly marked for where utensils go.  There is a spot for rubber scrapers (they don’t go with spatulas) and serving spoons don’t go with sharp knives.  Thank you for helping keep the kitchen user-friendly for everyone.








