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   “Sowers of the Seed of God’s Love”
Meatball Dinner is a hit

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ held its 31st Annual Meatball Dinner on Sunday, October 28. Over 200 members, friends and others from the community attended.

  The coordinators for the dinner were Sheila VanOverbeke and Jenny (Leyse) Henslin.

   As always, the food was delicious and the fellowship time was excellent.

Annual Hog Roast is Nov. 4
The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will hold its 30th Annual Hog Roast at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 4. There will be no worship service that Sunday.

   Leta Angrimson will once again coordinate the dinner that has attracted more than 500 persons in recent years. 

Food Drive is set for Nov. 7

   The Granite Falls Food Drive, sponsored by the Granite Falls Ministerial Association, will be held on Wednesday, November 7.

   Young people from the Granite Falls com-munity will gather at St. Andrew Catholic Church at 6:00 p.m., collect food goods from the community, and deliver the food to the Food Shelf about 7:00 p.m.

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ will host a fellowship for the youngsters and the adults from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. Pastor Dick Fylling will provide the refreshments.
November Sermon Scriptures 

Nov. 4:  Ruth 1:1-8; Nov. 11: Ruth 3:1-5 and 4:13-17; Nov. 18: 1 Samuel 1:4-20; Nov. 25: John 18:33-37.

Communion Services are set for November 4 & 11

   We will celebrate the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper on Sunday, November 4, at the Granite Falls United Church of Christ at 9:15 a.m. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 11 at the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo.

   Pledge Sunday will be Sunday, November 4, at Granite Falls. 

Thanksgiving service will be held at Montevideo Nov. 18

   The First Congregational UCC at Monte-video will have a special Thanksgiving Worship Service on Sunday, November 18, at 11:00 a.m. This will be an ecumenical worship service led by Pastor Dick Fylling and members of several faiths from Monte-video and the surrounding communities.

   Everyone is invited to attend this special service.

Lutheran church will host Thanksgiving Eve Service

   The Granite Falls Lutheran Church will host the Annual Thanksgiving Eve service at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 21.

   The service will be conducted by worship leaders from the Granite Falls Lutheran Church, St. Andrew Catholic Church and the Granite Falls United Church of Christ.

   Pastor Fylling will present the sermon.

Pastor will conduct Bible studies  and worship service in November

   Pastor Fylling will lead Bible studies at Brookside Manor at Montevideo on Nov. 6, 13, 20 and 27 and at the Granite Falls Jail on Thursday, Nov. 15. He will lead the worship service at The Manor at Granite Falls on Nov. 14 at 2:00 p.m.
Pastor’s Page

Thoughts on Discipleship:
   On Sunday, October 28, our sermon scripture was Mark 10:46-52 – the story of Jesus’ healing a blind man named Bartimaeus who was sitting along the road at Jericho.

   In the gospel of Mark, there are several “healing stories”; but this one is the only one where someone whom Jesus has healed chooses to follow Jesus and become a disciple.

   This is a healing story; but more than that, it is a story of God’s grace and about “salvation” – about healing and wholeness, which is something each one of needs during the course of our lives.

   Discipleship has never been easy. In Jesus’ time, it meant – as the rich man discovered when he asked Jesus what he had to do to “inherit eternal life” – that he meant leaving the things you possessed and the things that possessed you behind, giving the proceeds to the poor and following Jesus.

  Discipleship hasn’t been easy since then and it certainly isn’t easy today, especially in our materialistic culture.

   Being a member of a church is choosing to be a disciple working with other disciples for the sake of God’s and God’s world.

   It never has been an easy calling; but discipleship can bring one into a state of spiritual, emotional and physical wholeness that can heal our often-wounded lives.

   This is what it means to live the faith, to live the Kingdom of God in our lives, in our churches, in our communities and in God’s world.

   A disciple is a servant, a servant of all.

   Jesus bore his discipleship in obedience to the will of God and carried out his ministry and his mission empowered by the grace of God.
   Being a member of a church means sharing who we are and what we have to serve God in this time and place in God’s world.

   Jesus the Christ was and is the finest and fullest revelation of who God is.

   How often in our lives have we called out to God or to the Lord as Bartimaeus did on that road of bondage outside of Jericho?

   How often have we had our blindness healed in respect to how we see ourselves and how we see others as children of God? 

   How often have we chosen not to follow Jesus when the road got hard or the demands of discipleship proved too hard costly?

   Unlike Bartimaeus, our blindness is not physical; but it is real. A healed Bartimaeus was released from the bondage of blindness to see the world and himself through the eyes of God, through the eyes of love.

   As we move through this month of November – amid the tensions in this society and in the world today – will we be able and willing to hear Jesus calling us, calling us to discipleship and calling us to new life?

  The invitation is here. How shall we answer?

   The church is needed to be an ambassador of reconciliation in a society and a world so divided. May this month, which begins with the storms of nature and the storms of the human spirit, become a time of healing and hope for us and for all God’s world.

   That would be a statement of discipleship. That would be a true invitation to a thanksgiving that only God’s grace can bring. 

 Dick Fylling, Pastor
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2012

	Responsibility

	
	November 4
	November 11
	November 18
	November 25

	Usher& Acolyte
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Volunteer

	Usher& Acolyte
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship

	Tom/Linda Bukowski
	John/Gerri Dack
	Ray/Sharon Olson
	Terry VanDerPol

	Fellowship
	Sally Thoma
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney
	John/Julie Butterbrodt
	John/Karen Halling

	Liturgist
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	Greg/Lynn Holmstrom
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


 November 2012

Dear Members and Friends of the Granite Falls UCC,

Wow, it is hard to believe the year is 3/4 of the way over. We are coming into the part of the year where we begin to put together a budget for the coming year. We will all receive a Pledge Card and a Time and Talents sheet from the Stewardship Committee. It is important that everyone give these forms a lot of consideration for the upcoming year. 

At some point in the last couple of years everyone has been asked if they still wanted to be associated with the Granite Falls United Church of Christ. You all had received a postcard or phone call to ask that question. Each of you felt it was important enough to return the postcard or answer the question in the affirmative. We love that you did think enough of our church to want to remain involved in some fashion. We cherish each and every one of the 127 members and friends of the church. 

Now we must ask the members and friends of this church to let their actions and abilities come to the church's aid. As you all know, we have traditionally had a "faith-based budget". In other words, our pledges only total about 50% of the budget that we pass annually. In years past, this did not seem to be an issue. The funds coming in would be enough to cover the budget. The last couple of years that has not been the case.  Last year we had a shortfall that we were able to draw out of our savings account to cover. This year that shortfall is even worse. To date, we have had to withdraw $8256 from our operating savings account to pay our bills. That is above and beyond what we have taken in with pledges and donations. Thus far, we have been able to keep things afloat but as you can see, that can't go on very long.  We need to take action now to stop the draining of our savings and carry that through the next year.

So we are asking now, if you can, help the church. We need additional income this year and into the future to ensure the survival of our church. It takes approximately $11 per week from each of our 127 members and friends to meet our current budget. It is understood that some people can not give that much and others choose to give more. 

Please consider the church in your plans for giving, now and in the future.  Thank you for being a part of our church lives. May the Lord bless each of you with his love.

Sincerely,  The Granite Falls UCC Council

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 



NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Nov.  1
Ruby Hieb 




Nov. 10
Jeff & Sheila Koepke

Nov.  4
Audrey Zempel 



Nov. 13
Curt & Paula Soine

Nov. 17
Cheri Fjermestad
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Nov. 23
Sherri Gatchell

Nov. 24
Jerry Gustafson

Nov. 25
Peggy Mooney

Nov. 27
Bryan Mooney






Nov. 28
Linda Bukowski

Nov. 10
Jeff & Sheila Koepke

Nov. 13
Curt & Paula Soine

NOVEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov. 4
 
9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion
[image: image3.png]



          11:00 a.m.
Montevideo Hog Roast
Nov. 6

 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Nov. 7

 6:00 p.m.
Choir



 6:00 p.m.
Annual Food Drive



 7:30 p.m.
Refreshments for Youth



 7:30 p.m.
Stewardship Meeting

Nov. 11
 9:15 a.m.
Worship

Nov. 13
 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Nov. 14
 6:00 p.m.
Choir Here



 6:45 p.m.
Choir at GF Lutheran



 7:30 p.m.
Council Meeting

Nov. 18
 9:15 a.m.
Worship

Nov. 19
 Deadline for Encounter

Nov. 20
 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Nov. 21
 6:00 a.m.
Choir at GF Lutheran



 7:00 p.m.
Thanksgiving Eve Service





Granite Falls Lutheran Church

Nov. 22
 Office Closed/Thanksgiving

Nov. 23
 Office Closed/Thanksgiving Friday
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Nov. 25
 9:15 a.m.
Worship

Nov. 27
 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Nov. 28
 6:00 a.m.
Choir

 
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
 The drivers whose signatures were on the "yellow tablet" for Dinner At Your Door for the week of October 14 - 20 were Cherri and Cindy Fjermestad, Pearl Lenzen, John Butterbrodt (twice) Lynn Holmstrom and Sharon and Dick Anderson.  Thanks to each and every one of you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to help others.  Our next opportunity to serve others will be Nov. 25-Dec. 1.  It begins the Sunday after Thanksgiving. Perhaps you could think of all the things for which you have been thankful and pass it up by delivering dinners for those less fortunate than you. If it would be your first time, there are always experienced drivers that will help you become familiar with the program.  Hope to hear from you.              Ruby Hieb  564-4339 

Granite Falls United Church of Christ (Congregational)

Council Meeting October 10, 2012

Present: Spencer Kvam, Janie Ator, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Rob Ator, Lesley Anderson, Bryan Mooney, Sharon Anderson & ex-officio, Rev. Dick Fylling. Absent: Steve Zumhofe

Devotions led by Rob Ator—Still-Speaking Devotional: “In a Storm” from Acts 27.

Quorum was declared by moderator Rob Ator and meeting called to order at 7:11 PM. 

Agenda reviewed: Approve the Agenda as presented.  M/S/C  Spencer Kvam/Bryan Mooney

Minutes of the September 12, 2012 meeting were reviewed. The minutes were approved as written. M/S/C Spencer Kvam/Janie Ator

Committee Reports
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Janie Ator—Has not met, Kim Johnson teaching Sunday School and she says she is really enjoying this time with the children.

WORSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP—Sharon Anderson—Has not met.

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE—Has not met, the secretary office air conditioner will need to be replaced next spring. Fellowship hall carpet in the basement has been cleaned and looks much better! Thanks to those who did this. There are lots of light bulbs in the church that need replacing.

STEWARDSHIP—Spencer Kvam—October Mission Moment is the Pledge Drive, November-Food Shelf and December-the Christmas Fund. The Committee will be meeting early November.

WIDER CHURCH—Wedding reception for Elena Larssen and Mark Pettis on October 13th at Mayflower Church. Elena is one of the MN Conference Associate ministers. The Conference Board of Directors, transition team, the search committee and the consultant will be meeting October 19th and 20th to discuss the Conference Minister position.

MEMORIALS, BEQUESTS AND SPECIAL GIFTS—Janie Ator—will be meeting October 21.

JOINT PARISH—will be needing to meet prior to the budget planning meeting in November to discuss the pastor’s package.

M/S/C Janie Ator/Lesley Anderson  Accept the committee reports as presented.

Financial Report—Janie Ator

Monthly income remains short, minus $631.00 for General Funds in September. Expenses are running below budget, that is a good thing. Our Church’s Wider Mission giving is remaining right on target as pledged. The checking account for General Funds has $200.00 in it, still need to get reimbursed for the month from the Montevideo congregation. Currently, there is $19,000 in the General Funds Savings Account.

M/S/C Karen Schmidt-Dill/Lesley Anderson Accept the financial report.

Pastor’s Report—Rev. Dick Fylling

1. The First Congregational UCC at Montevideo will be hosting a Respectful Conversation on the Amendment on Marriage this Sunday evening at 6:30 PM. Terry VanDerPol will be one of the table facilitators. Everyone is invited to attend this important discussion.

2. I will present a program and lead a discussion on the Small Church retreat I attended at Buffalo in July. This program will be at 6:30 Sunday evening, October 21.

3. Mary and I will be greeters at the Annual Meatball Dinner on Sunday, October 28.

4. Mary and I were honored to represent the Granite Falls community at the Granite Falls “Meandering River Walk” on Friday, October 5. Sharon Anderson also represented our church and community.

5. The Granite Falls Annual Food Drive will be held on Wednesday evening, November 7 at 6 PM. The gatherers will meet at St. Andrew Catholic Church, deliver the food to the Food Shelf and then come to our church for refreshments between 7:30 and 8:30 PM. 

6. Our annual church and pastor review will be held at 7 PM on December 3.

Old Business
CHURCH WEBSITE—www.granitefallsucc.org  Discussion held, will also add the website to the church sign outside and talk to the chamber office to get that link posted. 

MEATBALL DINNER—will be held on Sunday, October 28. Poster/flyers are ready to be hung in businesses, advertising in the Advocate Tribune for the 2 weeks prior to the dinner has been ordered and the announcement has been put on the cable access (channel 8) and also the community events on the television station KSTP. Jenny and Sheila have asked that they get some muscle help to transport the roasters from the grocery store to the church at 6 AM on the 28th. We have to do a food safety refresher course again. Save a few minutes for Friday, October 26th during the set-up time.

OFFICE COMPUTER—Rosalene Mooney says thanks, the improved memory and computer changes are working fine. Because the changes done were not satisfactory originally, the computer guy, Tim Miller, did not charge the church for all the hours that were spent on the upgrade.

New Business
HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP—Received notice for renewal agreement for 2 more years from the Department of Transportation. Yes, by consensus that the Granite Falls United Church of Christ will continue with the 2 miles along HWY 23. 

COUNCIL MEMBER REPLACEMENT—council member-at-large is needed starting in November, position runs through January 2014. 

THANKSGIVING EVE ECUMENICAL WORSHIP SERVICE—Granite Falls Lutheran Church will host the worship service with Rev. Fylling delivering the message.

FUNDRAISERS—add this item to the agenda for future meetings. 

Church Use Requests—Joan Lundell has asked for the fellowship area in the basement on November 6-7 for the Block Nurse Program as they do their Roses distribution fundraiser project. Approved.

Devotions for November 14  meeting—Bryan Mooney   Council will meet at 7:00 PM.

Meeting Adjourned—at 8:10 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,  Karen Schmidt-Dill, clerk 
****************************************************************************************************************
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Our thanks go out to Lee Johnson for replacing the ballasts in the lights at church that were not working.  We appreciate his kindness!
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BRING YOUR POP CANS TO THE CHURCH shed before November 9th.  Karen-Schmidt-Dill 
will take them to the recycling place in Marshall on November 9th.  The last time I was there, I think we received 55 cents per lb.  This is a great and easy fund raiser for the church.  I can fit quite a bit in my Subaru, so bring the can on, folks!

UPCOMING OPENINGS FOR THE VAROUS COMMITTEES

If you may be interested, please fill out the time and talent sheet or call the church office.
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Church Council (2) available positions

Memorial & Bequests (2) available positions

Delegates to MN Conference Annual Meeting –

Joint Parish Council (2) available positions

Christian Ed (2) available positions

Building & Maintenance (2) available positions




Worship & Membership (3) available positions

Stewardship (2) available positions

Pastoral Parish Relations (2) available positions

Nominating Committee (1) available position

Historian (1) available position
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Financial Secretary (1) available position
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

November Issue No. 11   
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Visitation Assistant


Karen Schmidt-Dill

Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Church Office:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442
Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138
Church Hours:  M-F 9:00-12:00 Noon

