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   “Sowers of the Seed of God’s Love”
A Cup of Christmas Cheer

will be held on December 1

   The annual celebration, “A Cup of Christmas Cheer”, will be held at the First Congregational United Church of Christ from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, December 1st.

   The gathering will feature cookies, a bake sale, craft sale and decorated tables.

Stewardship Brunch will be held at Granite UCC Dec. 2
The Granite Falls United Church of Christ will hold its annual Stewardship Brunch following the 9:15 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 2.

   The proposed 2013 Annual Budget will be presented following the brunch. All members and friends of the church family are invited to attend.

Communion Services are set for December 2 

   We will celebrate the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper on Sunday, December 2, at the Granite Falls United Church of Christ at 9:15 a.m. and at 11:00 a.m. at the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo.
Annual dinners fare well

   The Annual Meatball Dinner at the Granite Falls UCC and at the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo were very successful. Granite Falls UCC had a $2,170.90 profit and the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo had a net profit of more than $3,100 dollars.

 Christmas Eve Services are planned for both churches

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ will have its Christmas Eve worship service at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 24th.

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ will have its Christmas Eve worship service at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 24.
 New production is planned 

for Montevideo on Dec. 9
   Kurt Schulz of 4 Shadow Theatre will present The Bishop Saint Nicolas during the worship service at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, December 9, at the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo. Mr. Schulz presented A Visit With John the Baptist at the church in March. Invite your friends and bring your kids to this special holiday event. Donations will be accepted to cover the cost of the program. A meal will be provided.

Advent Sermon Scriptures

December 2:    LUKE 21:25-36

December 9:    LUKE 3:1-6

December 16:  LUKE 3:7-18

December 23:  LUKE 1:39-45, (46-55)

December 30:  LUKE 2:41-52 

Annual Meeting is set

   The Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference will be held at the College of St. Benedict at St. Joseph, Minnesota on June 7-9. 2013.

    It would be good to have both our churches represented at this important gathering. Please let Pastor Fylling or your church office know if you would be interested in attending as a delegate or as a visitor.

A Very Meaningful and

Merry Christmas to you all!
Advent – A Prelude to Abundant Possibilities

   The season of Advent arrives suddenly and often scurries into the sunset while many of us are spending the days between each Sunday “getting ready for Christmas”.

   Advent is an important season in our lives or – at least – should be. In the midst of uncertainty, doubt and darkness, it comes to us offering that first welcome glimpse of hope in and for a world where many even fear to hope.

   The second Sunday offers us words of comfort amid our various personal, communal, national and global forms of “exile”. In the words, we find “good news” about God’s possibilities for our futures and the future of God’s creation. Yes, there are possibilities for peace in all our realms of living.

   The third Sunday of Advent envisions the time when weeping will turn to joy and “joy” – that profound sense of the presence of God, the possibilities for healing and wholeness in our lives and the life of God’s world, and a call for us to go forth together following God’s lead as in the words of Isaiah 55:13, “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.”

   The fourth Sunday of Advent brings us the announcement of the imminent birth of the one who is to come, God’s ultimate statement of love for all humanity and for all creation. Advent arrives in uncertainty and, hopefully, leaves us in a state of humility and expectation.

   Advent is also a time of preparation for the new year as we explore together the possibilities for ministry and mission, for fellowship and fun, for celebrating our lives as church families and our call to be witnesses and stewards of our faith in our communities and beyond.

   May God guide us through this season of Advent into a new year filled with hope, peace, joy and love. 

May God bless you in this season of Advent – and always. 

Dick Fylling, Pastor
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2012
	Responsibility
	December 2
	December 9
	December 16
	December 23
	December 30

	Please find your own substitute if you are unable to take your assigned week.

	Usher
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	Curt/Paula Soine
	Jesus’ Birthday Cake
	Sue Selden
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell

	Fellowship
	Keith/Deb Koerlin
	Helen Stukel
	Jesus’ Birthday Cake
	Mike/Shelly Gaffaney
	Jerry/Sheila Koepke

	Liturgist
	Sue Selden
	Helen Stukel
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson
	Sue Selden

	Clean Up
	Kent/Imo Sunderland
	Butch Olson
	Keith/Deb Koerlin
	John/Karen Halling
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Dec.  5
Calvyn Mooney 

Dec. 28
Mike & Shelly Gaffaney

Dec. 11
Lynn Holmstrom
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Dec. 15

Ethan Ator

Dec. 31
Melissa Bardwell

[image: image3.png]|y

&6




DECEMBER 2012 CHURCH CALENDAR

Dec.  2

  9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion





Christmas Fund Special Mission Offering



10:15 a.m.
Stewardship Brunch

Dec. 3

  7:00 p.m.
Annual Church & Pastor Review

Dec. 4

  9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Dec. 5

  6:00 p.m.
Choir








Dec. 9

  9:15 a.m.
Worship

Dec. 11
  9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Dec. 12
  6:00 p.m.
Choir



  7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting

Dec. 16
  9:15 a.m.
Worship

Dec. 18
  9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Dec. 19
  6:00 p.m.
Choir

Dec. 23
  9:15 a.m.
Worship



  Encounter News Due for January

Dec. 24
  5:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship

Dec. 25


Christmas – Office Closed
Dec. 30
  9:15 a.m.
Worship
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DINNER AT YOUR DOOR REPORT FOR NOVEMBER
 The drivers whose signatures were on the "yellow tablet" for Dinner At Your Door for the week of October 14 - 20 were Cherri and Cindy Fjermestad, Pearl Lenzen, John Butterbrodt (twice) Lynn Holmstrom and Sharon and Dick Anderson.  Thanks to each and every one of you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to help others.  Our next opportunity to serve others will be Nov. 25-Dec. 1.  It begins the Sunday after Thanksgiving. Perhaps you could think of all the things for which you have been thankful and pass it up by delivering dinners for those less fortunate than you. If it would be your first time, there are always experienced drivers that will help you become familiar with the program.  Hope to hear from you.              Ruby Hieb  564-4339 
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Thanks to all who donated their aluminum cans to the “cause.”  79 lbs. at $l45/lb. equals a total of $36.10.  That money goes into the General Fund.  Keep saving those cans.  I’ll make another trip when the shed is getting full.  Karen Schmidt-Dill.
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The SANCTUARY COMMITTEE is requesting that in lieu of Poinsettias, we are asking for monetary donations to be given to the food shelf.  There will be an envelope at the back of the church for the checks which are written to the United Church of Christ.  Also, place the name of who this is in memory.  Our deadline is December 18.
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Granite Falls United Church of Christ (Congregational)

Council Meeting November 14, 2012

Present: Spencer Kvam, Janie Ator, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Steve Zumhofe, Bryan Mooney, Sharon Anderson & ex-officio, Rev. Dick Fylling. Absent: Rob Ator

Devotions led by Bryan Mooney—“If Today was Your Last Day” by Nickelback

Quorum was declared by Janie Ator and meeting called to order at 7:30 PM. 

Agenda reviewed: Approve the Agenda with an addition to New Business: Jesus’ Birthday Cake. M/S/C Spencer Kvam/Sharon Anderson

Minutes of the October 10, 2012 meeting were reviewed. The minutes were approved as written. M/S/C Spencer Kvam/Bryan Mooney

Committee Reports
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION—Janie Ator—Has not met, are working at organizing for teaching sharing Sunday School. There is a back pack with the materials in it for anyone who does teach and there are also materials in the basement and Rev. Fylling has a handout each week for those young people present.

WORSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP—Sharon Anderson—will be meeting on November 20th. Discussed activities to do, make Christmas cookies for the shut-ins, decorate Chrismon tree on December 1. Start tree decorating at 10 AM and then do the cookie baking right after that. Also discussed the menu for the Stewardship Brunch on December 2. 

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE—Steve Zumhofe—Most of the lights have been repaired, many needed new ballasts, ordered new bulbs for the bell tower. The heat registers in the entryways do not get hot water to them. Keep those thermostats turned off for now. The basement fellowship hall heat is working again, it was a small fuse in the furnace that needed replacing. There are 3 toilets that are needing to be replaced. They are 32 years old. Two are handicap toilets, cost will be about $1,000.00. The good news is that new toilets use about 1/3 less water than the older ones. If we just repaired the old toilets, the cost would be about $500.00. 

STEWARDSHIP—Spencer Kvam—November Mission Moment is the Food Shelf and December the Christmas Fund. January emphasis will be Justice and Witness. The Committee has met. The proposed budget for 2013 has been put together. The budget, with the shared expenses portion, has been sent to First Congregational UCC in Montevideo for their discussion. There is about a 2% increase in salary for Rev. Fylling and a significant housing allowance decrease. The building insurance premium has also significantly decreased. Budget will be discussed further at the December council meeting after the Stewardship brunch on December 2. 

WIDER CHURCH—Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical worship service on Wednesday, November 21, at Granite Falls Lutheran Church at 7 PM.  Rev. Fylling will offer the message. A personal message was received from Rev. Karen Smith Sellers, our Conference Minister. It was noted that she takes time to read church newsletter and council minutes, Thank you, Rev. Smith Sellers.

MEMORIALS, BEQUESTS AND SPECIAL GIFTS—Janie Ator—They met and dispersed 4 scholarships, at $300.00 each, to college students. An assistance gift was also given to Jeff Iverson for the music seminar that he attended. The committee is looking for other ways to disperse funds. Suggestion was for a gift to Capital Improvements for the toilets. M, B, SG divides the income dispersements into 4 categories: our church, the Granite Falls community, education and, finally, to state/national. 

JOINT PARISH—Has met and discussed the pastor’s compensation package for the budget for 2013.

M/S/C Spencer Kvam/Sharon Anderson Accept the committee reports as presented.

Financial Report—Janie Ator

Monthly income for October puts the final total at plus $1,746.22 thanks to the Meatball dinner proceeds. There has not been any internal borrowing from other accounts, however, there is nothing left in the operating fund. Meatball dinner profit was $2.170.90. It was noted that there were lots of take-out meals. 

M/S/C Steve Zumhofe/Janie Ator Accept the financial report.

Pastor’s Report—Rev. Dick Fylling

1. Our thanks to all who helped make this year’s annual Meatball Dinner a success, especially coordinators Sheila VanOverbeke and Jenny Henslin.

2. We will celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, December 2, the first Sunday of Advent.

3. I will present the sermon at the Thanksgiving Eve Service at the Granite Falls Lutheran Church at 7:00 p.m. on November 21. 

4. My congratulations to Jeff Iverson, his assistants and the Yellow Medicine East High School on their production of Oklahoma.
5. I met with four representatives of the Citizens Climate Lobby who were from Alexandria and were visiting with people about climate change concerns as they traveled to Montevideo and Redwood Falls on Tuesday and here at Granite Falls today. 

6. The Pastor’s Cluster group will meet at Morris at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 20. 

7. Our Worship and Membership Committee will meet at 5:15 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 20. 

8. A happy, healthy and safe-travel Thanksgiving to everyone!

Old Business
MEATBALL DINNER—Jenny Henslin has resigned as a coordinator. Nellie Kompelien has agreed to co-chair with Sheila VanOverbeke. Discussion held about changing the Meatball Dinner to the Meander Weekend on Saturday rather than Sunday. Also, discussed the need to get workers for preparation on a Friday, which could be difficult. Meander for 2013 would be October 5 and 6. Will be discussing further, but do need to let the Meander committee know soon to get the announcement in the Meander brochure.

New Business
TOILETS—will ask for donations.  M/S/C Spencer Kvam/Bryan Mooney Move forward with the toilet replacements. 

THANK YOU—received a note from the Bergman’s for the use of the church for their anniversary event.

FUNDRAISERS—Discussion held on possibilities. 1. Soup and bread bowl meal in February—have to check on getting bread bowls, but Karen Schmidt-Dill and Janie Ator will organize this one. Other ideas—silent auction, bake sale, perhaps add the silent auction and/or bake sale to the meatball dinner.

2013 BUDGET—see notes from above.

JESUS’ BIRTHDAY CAKE—yes, plan on having this on December 16th for fellowship time.

BAPTISM—planned for December 2.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE—is being planned with special music offerings.

Church Use Requests—none

Devotions for December 12 meeting—Karen Schmidt-Dill   Council will meet at 7:00 PM.

Meeting Adjourned—at 8:55 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Karen Schmidt-Dill, clerk 
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling
 Moderator: Rob Ator      
    Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Organist:  Joan Lundell
Choir Director: Jeff Iverson    Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Church Office:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442
Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138
Church Hours:  M-F 9:00-12:00 Noon


