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Annual Meetings are held

   Upbeat Annual Meetings were held at Granite Falls United Church of Christ on January 23 and First Congregational United Church of Christ, Montevideo Jan. 27.

   Rob Ator will continue as Moderator at Granite Falls and Linda Givan will continue as Moderator at Montevideo.

   Please read your respective Annual Re-ports for other information about the 2012 year in ministry and mission at your church.
Communion Services will be celebrated February 3 

   We will celebrate the sacrament of The Lord’s Supper Sunday, February, at the Granite Falls United Church of Christ at 9:15 a.m. and at 11:00 a.m. at the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo.
 “Dakota 38” film will be shown at Granite Falls UCC

   The film “Dakota 38”, a film about the annual ride to commemorate the 38 Dakota Indians who were hanged in 1862 as a result of the tragic conflict between the government and the Dakota people, will be shown from 2:00 to 4:00  p.m. on Sunday, February 10, at the Granite Falls United Church of Christ.

   A discussion on the film and the history of the 1862 conflict will follow the viewing of the film. The program will be open to the community and people from throughout this area of Minnesota.

Program on migrant life was held at Montevideo

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo hosted a program on migrant life on Sunday evening, January 20.

   Barb Knutsen, Terry VanDerPol and Vicki Poier planned and presented the joint church program that featured a film on present-day life among migrant workers in Florida and elsewhere, primarily in the South.

 Special guests were Paul Vega and Myra Velasquez who shared their experiences as persons who each grew up in a family of migrant workers and how that formed and inspired them to seek another way of life through gaining an education and finding their calling as community workers and educators.

Granite Falls will host

Ash Wednesday service

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ will host a joint Ash Wednesday Worship Service on February 13 at 7:00 p.m. for members and friends of our UCC churches at Granite Falls and Montevideo.

   Everyone is invited to attend this important service that begins the season of Lent.
Conference Annual Meeting is set for June 7, 8 and 9

   The Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference will be held at the College of St. Benedict at St. Joseph, Minnesota on June 7-9. 2013. Please let Pastor Fylling or your church office know if you would be interested in attending as a delegate or as a visitor for this important gathering.

Black History Month will be celebrated at Montevideo.

    Black History Month will again be highlighted during February at the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo.
Lent: a Time for Re-Affirming Our Faith

   Many people see Lent as a time of spiritual drudgery, a time for spiritual and emotional self-flagellation in which we prosecute ourselves for failures of the past and sins of commission and omission, both far and near. I don’t think that is what Lent is. I think it is a time of liberation when we are set free to speak about our faith and to renew our vows of faithfulness to God.

   This is a season that was never intended to be a dirge, never meant to denigrate the gifts of life we are called to share. Lent is a season in which all the words of faith come forward in bold print and in large type and challenge us to live them each and every day, each and every season of our lives.

   Words can be powerful, but they are much more powerful and much more meaningful when we live them. I recently listed many of the words that come to mind when we consider the Lenten season, words that remind us that this season offers us a new and vitally important opportunity to remember and to renew our faith and ourselves and recall us to believe and affirm both who we are and whose we are.

   In February of 2010, I was driving through 30-mile winds and drifting snow to attend a gathering of UCC pastors from this part of Minnesota who were meeting at Morris at 2 p.m. for a time of conversation and fellowship. At times, I wondered why I was going there. 

   During the two-plus hours we shared together with Associate Conference Ministers Rev. Rick Wagner and Rev. Elena Larssen, I realized why we had braved the elements to gather together in the name of the Lord. In the sharing of our stories, the journeys of our lives and the journeys of our faith, we were renewing our faith in God, in God’s promises, in God’s faithfulness and in God’s gracious – often unexpected - blessings  in our lives.

   I mentioned the word “embodiment”, a powerful word but, more importantly, our way of life that expresses who we are, whose we are, what we believe and how we lives those beliefs. Lent is a season of liberation that frees us to speak the words of our faith that me may find renewal, redirection and re-affirmation of our faith in embodying these vital words as persons, as disciples of the Lord and as servants of God each new day and each new season of our lives.

   What do the following words of our faith, words of the Lenten season, mean to you in this season of liberation and the potential transformation of our lives?:

Wilderness
Promises 
Faithfulness
Journey
Forgiveness
Repentance

Grace
Reconciliation
Trust

Faith

Brokenness
Healing

Grief
Salvation

Renewal
Sin

Betrayal
Love

Discipleship
Freedom
Embodiment
Hope

Passion
Compassion

Crucifixion
Resurrection
Vulnerability
Liberation
Christ

God

   May the journey of the Lenten season bring new hope and new life to your lives as we renew our trust in the promises and in the faithfulness of God and in the liberating power of God’s words and God’s Word – Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.









Rev. Dick Fylling
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 2013






	Responsibility

	
	FEBRUARY 3
	FEBRUARY 10
	FEBRUARY 17
	FEBRUARY 24

	Usher& Acolyte
	Steve Zumhofe
	Steve Zumhofe
	Steve Zumhofe
	Steve Zumhofe

	Usher& Acolyte
	Vicke Zumhofe
	Vicke Zumhofe
	Vicke Zumhofe
	Vicke Zumhofe

	Fellowship

	Curt/Paula Soine
	Butch Olson
	Keith/Deb Koerlin
	Rich Dill/Karen Schmidt-Dill

	Fellowship
	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	Pearl Lenzen
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Rich/Sue Rollins

	Liturgist
	Terry VanDerPol
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Curt/Paula Soine
	Pearl Lenzen
	Keith/Deb Koerlin
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Feb.  2
Joel Beninga

Feb.  4
Chad VanOverbeke

Feb.  8
Bob Carter






Feb. 21
Steven Kvam

Feb. 25
Tammy Anderson

FEBRUARY CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb. 1
 
 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
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Feb. 3

 9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion





Feb. 6

 6:00 p.m.
Choir

Feb. 8

 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Feb. 10
 9:15 a.m.
Worship



10:30 a.m.
Council Meeting

Feb. 13
 6:00 p.m. 
Choir   



 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Worship

Feb. 15
 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Feb. 17
 9:15 a.m.
Worship

Feb. 18
Encounter Deadline for Mar.

Feb. 20
 6:00 p.m.
Choir

Feb. 22
 9:30 a.m.
Bible Study

Feb. 24
 9:15 a.m.
Worship

Feb. 27
 6:00 a.m.
Choir

REMEMBER, GROWING OLDER IS MANDATORY. GROWING UP IS OPTIONAL. 
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage. If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it.                           Submitted by Sue Selden
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                        DINNER AT YOUR DOOR

Those who volunteered to be drivers for Dinner At Your Door were Karen-Schmidt Dill, Lynn Holmstrom, Jerry and Barb Gustafson, Dick and Sharon Anderson, Pearl Lenzen, Hazel Carter and Keith Koerlin.  Thanks to all of you!  Some of you had the challenge of skating with the food to the doors.
 

If you have ever considered trying a new challenge, this is a good time to give this program a try. The number of stops is really at a low number.  Our church will be delivering dinners during the week of February 17 - 23.   Ruby Hieb 
[image: image10.jpg]


SANCTUARY COMMITTEE

Looking ahead....

The Sanctuary Committee is making plans for having live plants on the altar for Easter.  The cost of a plant will be in the March Encounter. Watch for a sheet on the back table where you can place your name with the names for whom you wish to keep in memory or honor. The purchase of a plant will also enhance our Easter celebration.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.valentine-clipart.com/_pages/0512-0802-1217-3865.html" 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.valentine-clipart.com/_pages/0512-0802-1217-3865.html" 
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The Sunday school teacher asked the class how Noah might have spent his time on the ark.  When no one answered she suggested that perhaps he’d done a lot of fishing.  “What?” responded one of her pupils. 

 “With only two worms?”

On his eightieth birthday, Bob Hope said, “I don’t feel eighty.  In fact I don’t feel anything until about noon.  And then it’s time for my nap.”  Laughter is an integral art of Christian living.  One of my favorite pieces of art depicts Jesus with his head thrown back in uproarious laughter.

[image: image12.png]


[image: image13.png]; ,
SUNDAY U
School_
REASE LEAVE

FETS
aTSIPE
[] tf




[image: image14.png]"The Bible says, 'Go Ye into dll the
world'..but my car won't start."









 

[image: image15.jpg]



GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Visitation Assistant


Karen Schmidt-Dill

Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Pastor’s Office:  9:00 a.m. -  Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Secretary’s Office:  9:00 - Noon Monday-Friday


Church Office: 320-564-2442    Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138

