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Conference calls new Conference Minister
   The Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ has called Rev. Sharon (Shari) Prestemon to be its new Conference  Minister.

   Rev. Prestemon accepted the call at a special meeting held at the Bethlehem United Church of Christ at Maple Lake, MN on Saturday, June 22.

   Minnesota Conference Moderator Spencer Kvam opened the special meeting with a welcome and brief statement on the voting policy. There were 86 delegates from the Annual Meeting, June 7-9, who attended the gathering at Maple Lake.

   Spencer and Peggy Kvam and Richard and Sharon Anderson of the Granite Falls United Church of Christ and Rev. Dick Fylling all attended the meeting.

   Rev. Prestemon was introduced to the gathering and she shared a presentation about her life and ministry. Her presentation was followed by a myriad of questions from the floor before the vote on her call to be the new Conference Minister was held.

   Rev. Prestemon, the unanimous choice of the Conference Search Committee, was elected with a unanimous vote of 86-0.

   Sharon Prestemon, a native of Iowa, has been a life-long member of the United Church of Christ and. She received her Bachelor’s Degree from Luther College at Decorah, IA and her Master of Divinity Degree from the Chicago Theological Seminary. She served as Executive Director of the Back Bay Mission, Biloxi, Mississippi since August of 2000.  She will begin her service as Conference Minister on Oct. 1.

Special Worship Service will be held on June 30  

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ and the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will have a special joint worship service on Sunday evening, June 30, at the home of Bryan and Peggy Mooney.

   There will be a potluck picnic at 5:30 p.m., followed by an outdoor worship service at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is asked to bring something for the potluck and a folding chair for the supper and worship service.

   There will no worship services at either Granite Falls or Montevideo on Sunday morning, June 30. Both churches will have their worship services again on Sunday morning, July 7. 

Montevideo UCC will have discussion on faith July 7

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ will have an informal worship service on Sunday, July 7. The service will be held at 11:00 a.m. in the Conference Room just off the sanctuary.

   There will be liturgy, prayers and the reading of scriptures, followed by a question and answer time to discuss ideas, issues and concerns about the Christian faith.

   The discussion of faith matters was inspired by the Lenten series on “Living the Questions” and by the Sunday morning gatherings to learn more about Christianity, Buddhism, Bahai and Spirituality, etc.  
The Lord’s Supper will be

celebrated Sunday, July 14

   The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated at Granite Falls UCC at 9:15 a.m. and at the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo at the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, July 14. 

   Everyone is invited to share in the sacrament.

Grieving on the Fourth of July    By Rev. Dick Fylling
It took the United States 100 years after the end of the Civil War in 1865 to pass the Voting Rights Act, making all citizens of the United States free from discrimination from testing or any other method that would deprive any citizen of the right to vote.

   Five months after peaceful Civil Rights demonstrators had been attacked while crossing a bridge at Selma, Alabama on March 7, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law the Voting Rights Act on August 6, 1965.

   It was aimed at ending discrimination by states against minorities, especially African Americans who sought to vote.

   The Voting Rights Act was last re-authorized in 2006 when President George W. Bush declared that it was an honor to sign the re-authorization of the VRA.

   President Bush said, “The right of ordinary men and women to determine their own political future lies at the heart of the American experiment.” He also said that the Voting Rights Act proposed and signed by President Lyndon Johnson in 1965 “broke the segregationist lock on the voting box.”

   Now, 48 years later, that segregationist lock seems very secure. On Tuesday, June 25, 2013 the Supreme Court gutted the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

   Supreme  Court Chief Justice John Roberts stated the act is no longer needed today because the history of the
states that were racially discriminating against minorities, especially African Americans has changed a lot in the almost 50 years since it came into being. There is no longer any need for provisions for qualifying states to meet criteria before changing their voting laws.

   It seems strange for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court not to keep up on current events. Did he miss the 2012 elections when there were  attempts to suppress as many as one million voters?

   Didn’t the Chief Justice know that 41 out of the 50 states in the United States passed legislation making it more difficult to vote in the 2012 election?

   Had the Chief Justice forgotten that in 2006 the House of Representatives had voted 390-33 and the Senate had voted 98-0 to re-authorize the Voting Rights Act for 25 more years.

 While most Americans will be celebrating the Fourth of July by eating hot dogs, attending parades and enjoying fireworks displays, some of us will wonder why the Farm Bill didn’t pass and why many billions of dollars are being added to secure the U.S. borders as part of an Immigration Reform Bill when the current net number of illegal border crossings stands at “0”!    Some of us will be considering that the extremist “Manifesto” includes the extermination of the elderly poor, the end of the middle class, public schools, etc.

   This year, some of us will be grieving on the Fourth of July.
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2013
	Responsibility

	
	JULY 7
	JULY 14
	JULY 21
	JULY 28

	Usher& Acolyte
	Dick Anderson
	Dick Anderson
	Dick Anderson
	Dick Anderson

	Usher& Acolyte
	Sharon Anderson
	Sharon Anderson
	Sharon Anderson
	Sharon Anderson

	Fellowship

	Darrell/Hazel Carter
	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	Rich/Sue Rollins

	Liturgist
	Sue Selden
	Sharon Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sue Selden

	Clean Up
	Darrell/Hazel Carter
	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


JULY BIRTHDAYS 





JULY ANNIVERSARIES
July  2
Darrell Carter 




July  2

Jeff & Sheila VanOverbeke

July  4
George Boman 



July 11

Bill & Sue Krinke

July 10
Julia Kvam 




July 19

Helen & Gene Stukel
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July 11
Janelle Kompelien 



July 24

Bryan (Shorty) & Jenny Henslin

July 12
Eric Soine
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July 16
Dick Anderson

July 17
Hazel Carter


Tom Bukowski


Jacob Anderson

July 18
Peggy Kvam

July 26
Alison Ator

July 27
Karen Schmidt-Dill
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 JULY CHURCH CALENDAR
July 7

 9:15 a.m.
Worship & Communion

July 14

 9:15 a.m.
Worship
July 21

Encounter Deadline for August
July 28

 9:15 a.m.
Worship





FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE

Requests for financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by October 20, 2013.  Scholarships are available for camp registration, education, leadership and special training needs. The Memorial, Bequests and Special Gifts committee will meet on that date to consider and allot funds.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.
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GF UCC Confirmation Reunion

Join us Saturday, August 3rd, 2013 for fellowship and potluck at Bryan & Peggy Mooney's home. Potluck starts at 5:30 pm. Yard games and bonfire to follow. In the event of bad weather we will move the party indoors. 

Please BYOB and a dish to pass. Family & Friends Invited! 

For directions or questions please contact Bryan & Peggy Mooney or Cassi (Mooney) Johnson.

 



[image: image9.wmf]Dear UCC Friends,

Thank you for caring so much.  Your prayers were so helpful.  Thanks for your cards, visits and concerns.  Thanks to Pastor Dick for his visits and prayers.  God Bless you all.  

With Love and Appreciation,  

Pearl

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
(Jokes submitted by Sue Selden)

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a vacant pump. 
"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm so sorry about the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until the last minute to get ready for a long trip." 
The minister chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's the same in my business." 

======== 
People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the center of attention. 

======== 
Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about. 
The daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt." 
Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom asked him what that morning's Sunday school lesson was about. He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming." 
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

July Issue No. 7   

[image: image11.png]



CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Visitation Assistant


Karen Schmidt-Dill

Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Pastor’s Office:  9:00 a.m. -  Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Secretary’s Office:  9:00 - Noon Monday-Friday


Church Office: 320-564-2442    Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138
