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“Inspired by Worship – Sent to Serve”
Thanksgiving service is set

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will have a special Inter-faith Thanksgiving Worship Service on Sunday, November 24.

   The service will be held at 11:00 a.m. and will include expressions of thanksgiving from several faiths.

   During the worship service, the regular Sunday morning offering will be received. There will also be a special offering for Bread for the World. BFW envelopes will be available for those wishing to contribute to this organization that seeks to effect public policy on hunger and poverty worldwide.

Thanksgiving Eve Service

is set for Granite Falls

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ will host the annual Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service on Wednesday, November 27, at 7:00 p.m.

   This is an ecumenical service that includes members and friends from the Granite Falls Lutheran Church, the Granite Falls United Church of Christ and St. Andrew Catholic Church and is open to everyone.

Communion services are set

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ will celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper during its Sunday worship service at 9:15 a.m., November 3, and at the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo on Nov. 11th during its 11:00 a.m. worship service.

Annual Hog Roast will be held on November 3rd
   The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will hold its Annual Hog Roast on Sunday, November 3. Dinners and take-out dinners will be served from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

   The annual dinner usually serves over 500 people and attracts people from throughout the community and the surrounding area as well as visitors and/or hunters from the Twin Cities. We hope to see you there!
 “Dakota 38” film attracts very good audience Oct. 13

   The Granite Falls UCC hosted the film “Dakota 38” on Sunday, October 13 and attracted an audience of 40 or more persons.

   The film follows the 330-mile from Lower Brule, SD to Mankato to honor and remember the 38 who were executed at Mankato, MN on December 26, 1862.

   A potluck supper and an excellent  discussion of the film followed as a good share of those attending brought up several historic perspectives, especially in respect to the history of American culture and its affect on the indigenous peoples, one that still continues today. 

   A number of the persons attending, even Minnesota natives, had not even heard about the events of 1862 in their school history classes in junior or senior high. One person brought a book on the conflict of 1862 which she had bought in 1962,

   One guest asked the theological question, “What did the indigenous people of America think about “Manifest Destiny”. Rev. Fylling stated that they thought it was “obscene and an abomination! – otherwise, they liked it a lot.” One person had the good insight, “History is always written by the victors.”

In the spirit of true thanksgiving
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        A member of one of our churches may have delivered the most profound Thanksgiving sermon I have ever heard.

   As we greeted each other before our worship service, he declared “Any day that you are alive is a good day!”

   I was still thinking about those words on Monday evening. I think they go right to our sense of being blessed by the gift of life itself.

   Each day is an opportunity for living our faith, an opportunity for embodying the principles, the values and the way of life that is the Christian faith.

   We are called to discipleship. We are called to bring God’s love to one another and to all the world in embodying faith, hope and love; and in embodying compassion, forgiveness and recon-ciliation.

   We are called to help bring healing and hope to a world so much in need of them. We are called to identify with all people as children of God and recognize

our common humanity and appreciate our diversity.

   Yes, each day is an opportunity to live our faith, an opportunity to celebrate our lives in Christ. Yes, each day is a good day to be alive, a good day to give thanks for the blessing and the gift of life itself.
In appreciation for their gifts

   One of the joys of the fall season for me is “The Meander” as gifted persons from Granite Falls to Montevideo and all the way to Ortonville, Minnesota present their creative gifts for display and sale.

   Members and friends of our churches at Granite Falls and Montevideo are among the artisans providing the 45 stops on the Meander Upper Minnesota River Art Crawl.

   They include:

Celeste Suter, who offers hand-knit and hand-woven items as well as art yarn and hand-dyed scarves.

Malena Handeen, whose creative gifts include bold block prints, figure and landscape paintings and live music.

Richard Handeen and Audrey Arner, who feature hand-thrown pottery, water color collages and local artisan foods.

Andy Kahmann, who sells his letterpress prints such as “Bad Andy” cards, hand-printed calendars, cards and block prints.

Bradley D. Hall who shows and sells original watercolors and linoleum block prints.

Curt and Paula Soine, who display and sell a variety of original hand-carved folk art, home accessories, rustic twig tables and garden art.

Gene Stukel, who sells picturesque and poignant landscape photographs of the Minnesota River Valley and beyond.

   One of the things for which I am very thankful is the outstanding array of gifted persons who live in this part of Minnesota and the gifts they share.

   It is no wonder that people come from South Dakota, Iowa and from the Twin Cities and beyond to “Meander” each year amid the many creative wonders and amid the beauty of the fall season.                                             Pastor Dick
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2013
	Responsibility

	
	NOVEMBER 3
	NOVEMBER10
	NOVEMBER 17
	NOVEMBER 24

	Usher
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship
	Bryan & Peggy Mooney
	Stan & Janelle Kompelien
	John & Julie Butterbrodt
	John & Karen Halling

	Fellowship

	Spencer & Peggy Kvam
	Stan & Janelle Kompelien
	DuWayne & LaVonne Koenen
	Terry VanDerPol

	Liturgist
	Terry VanDerPol
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Bryan & Peggy Mooney
	Terry VanDerPol
	John & Julie Butterbrodt
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Nov.  1
Ruby Hieb 


Nov. 10
Jerry & Sheila Koepke

Nov.  4
Audrey Zempel 

Nov. 13
Curt & Paula Soine

Nov. 17
Cheri Fjermestad
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Nov. 23
Sherri Gatchell

Nov. 24
Jerry Gustafson

Nov. 25
Peggy Mooney

Nov. 27
Bryan Mooney

Nov. 28
Linda Bukowski








NOVEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR
Nov. 3

9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion

Nov. 6

6:30 p.m.
Choir

Nov. 10
9:15 a.m.
Worship
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Nov. 12
7:00 p.m.
Circle of Stones at Lavonne Koenen’s
Nov. 13
6:30 p.m.
Choir


7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting
Nov. 17
9:15 a.m.
Worship
Nov. 18
Encounter News Deadline for November



Nov. 24
9:15 a.m.
Worship

Nov. 27
Thanksgiving Eve Worship

Nov. 28
Thanksgiving
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IMPORTANT:  Be sure ALL church doors are SECURELY locked. 
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DINNER AT YOUR DOOR NEWS

Thank you to our dedicated drivers for delivering dinners during the week of September 15 through September 21.  This includes Karen Schmidt-Dill, Pearl Lenzen, Joel Beninga. John Butterbrodt, and Darrell and Hazel Carter. 

                                    
WORSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Upcoming Special Church Activities

Church members and friends of all ages are encouraged to participate in these upcoming “Special Activities.”
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November 24

Church and Tree Decorating after morning worship

December 1

Crismon Service during morning worship (Congregation will 

be involved in the hanging of Chrismons on the tree).

 THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD:  A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible: Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter.   Little Rick was excited about the task -- but, he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to know."
 
 UNANSWERED PRAYER?  The preacher's 5-year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head, for a moment, before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why. "Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages, "I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good sermon." "How come He doesn't do it?" she asked.
 
BEING THANKFUL:  A rabbi said to a precocious six-year-old boy, "So your mother says your prayers for you each night? That's very commendable. What does she say?"  The little boy replied, "Thank God he's in bed!"
 
UNTIMELY ANSWERED PRAYER:  During the minister's prayer, one Sunday, there was a loud whistle from one of the back pews.  Tommy's mother was horrified. She pinched him into silence and, after church, asked, "Tommy, whatever made you do such a thing?"  Tommy answered, soberly, "I asked God to teach me to whistle, and He just then did!"
 

 TIME TO PRAY:  A pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night.  "Yes, sir," the boy replied.  "And, do you always say them in the morning, too?" the pastor asked.  "No sir," the boy replied. "I ain't scared in the daytime."

SAY A PRAYER:  Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his grandmother’s house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away. "Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer."  "I don't have to," the boy replied.  "Of course, you do," his mother insisted. "We say a prayer before eating, at our house."  "That's our house," Johnny said. "This is Grandma's house and she knows how to cook!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Visitation Assistant


Karen Schmidt-Dill

Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Pastor’s Office:  9:00 a.m. -  Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Secretary’s Office:  9:00 - Noon Monday-Friday


Church Office: 320-564-2442    Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138
