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“Called together to share God’s love”
Communion services are set

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ and the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, February 2.
   The Granite Falls UCC worship service will be at 9:15 a.m. and The First Congregational UCC at Montevideo will celebrate the Lord’s Supper during its 11:00 a.m. worship service.

Joint confirmation class will meet twice in February
The joint Confirmation Class of the Granite Falls UCC and the First Congregational UCC at Montevideo will meet two times in February.
  The class will meet at 6:00 p.m. at Granite Falls on Sunday, February 9, and at Montevideo at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 23. Members of our churches are invited to attend the class sessions.

   The rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, May 4.

Pastor will finish pastorate
   Rev. Dick Fylling announced on January 19 that he will conclude serving as the pastor of the Granite Falls United Church of Christ and the First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo officially on June 30, 2014.

   Pastor Fylling will conduct his final worship services on Sunday, May 11. He has served as pastor of this parish since October 16, 2008.

Guests bring fine program and discussion of faiths

    Dr. Massoud and Ann Jones Kazemzadeh from Clara City, Minnesota offered an excellent presentation on World Religions at the First Congregational UCC at  Monte-video on January 19 and led an inspiring discussion on the theme “Points of Unity Between Religious Faiths”. This was especially appropriate for Sunday, January 19, because it was World Religions Day.

   Massoud and Ann are members of the Baha’i faith and friends of the Montevideo church. They spoke of the main areas of similarity and common themes of faiths such as Islam, Buddhism, Christianity, Baha’I and Judaism.
Granite Falls UCC holds its Annual Meeting on Jan. 22

   The Granite Falls United Church of Christ held its 2014 Annual Meeting on Wednesday, January 22. A potluck supper was shared at 6:00 p.m. Moderator Rob Ator presided at the Annual Meeting that followed.

   Installation of officers will be held on Sunday, February 2, due to the cancellation of the January 26 worship service because of a blizzard that included 40-55 mph winds and wind chills down to -40 degrees.
Montevideo UCC will hold its Annual Meeting Feb. 2

   The First Congregational United Church of Christ at Montevideo will hold its 2014 Annual Meeting following the 11:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, February 2. 

   The Sunday Worship Service and the Annual Meeting had to be postponed from Sunday, January 26, due to the blizzard.
    There will be a potluck dinner following the meeting. Installation of officers will be held Sunday, February 9.
A Hymn of Praise and Celebration

   On the first Sunday after Christmas, I asked our congregations at Granite Falls and at Montevideo “Why do you come to worship each week?” and “Why was this church built?”

   The reason for the very personal inquiries was that I had come across a wonderful passage among the lectionary selections for that Sunday. It was a wonderful reminder of why we are called to worship God in the name of the Lord. It is Psalm 148 – and I would like to share it with you at this time.

PSALM 148

Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!

Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he has commanded

and they were created.

He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, 

which cannot be passed.

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!

Young men and women alike, old and young together!

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted;

his glory is above earth and heaven.

He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, 

for the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the Lord!

   Sometimes it seems we need to be reminded of why we come to worship. We may come for a variety of reasons; but ultimately we come to praise God and to celebrate being part of God’s creation. We should praise God with every fiber of our beings, both at worship – and in the living or our lives.

Let us rejoice! Let us praise God – today and forevermore!









Rev. Dick Fylling
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	Responsibility

	
	FEBRUARY 2
	FEBRUARY 9
	FEBRUARY 16
	FEBRUARY 23

	Usher
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship

	Dorian & Melanie Gatchell
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney
	Stan/Janelle Kompelien

	Fellowship
	Keith & Deb Koerlin
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	Jeremy Posey
	Sue Selden

	Liturgist
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Sharon Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Helen Stukel

	Clean Up
	Keith & Deb Koerlin
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	Jeremy Posey
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Feb.  2
Joel Beninga

Feb.  4
Chad VanOverbeke

Feb.  8
Bob Carter






Feb. 21
Steven Kvam

Feb. 25
Tammy Anderson

FEBRUARY CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb. 2

9:15 am
Worship/Communion

9:45 am
Sunday School



6:00 pm
Confirmation
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Feb. 5

6:30 pm
Choir

Feb. 9

9:15 am
Worship



9:45 am
Sunday School



6:00 pm
Confirmation

Feb. 12
6:30 pm
Choir



7:00 pm
Council Meeting

Feb. 13
7:00 pm
Circle of Stones  
Feb. 16
9:15 am
Worship



9:45 am
Sunday School



6:00 pm
Confirmation

Feb. 17
Deadline for March Encounter

Feb. 19
6:30 pm
Choir

Feb. 23
9:15 am
Worship



9:45 am
Sunday School



6:00 pm
Confirmation

Feb. 26
6:30 pm
Choir

Thank you, Church Family, for the Christmas monetary gift. It was a wonderful surprise.  I hope and pray that each of you has a very blessed 2014, that all your challenges bring you a deepening faith.   Karen Schmidt-Dill
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DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
Drivers for Dinner At Your Door came across more weather challenges during the week of January 12 - 18.. Thanks to the following drivers:  John Butterbrodt, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Lavonne Koenen, Helen Stukel, Sharon and Dick Anderson, Janelle Kompelien and Shelby, and Cherri and Cindy Fjermestad. Thank you to these brave people.  Please get in touch by calling 564-4339 or watch for the yellow tablet at the back of the church.

 

Ruby Hieb

564-4339

HANDY LITTLE CHART
God has a positive answer: 
	YOU SAY 
	GOD SAYS 
	BIBLE VERSES 

	You say: "It's impossible" 
	God says: All things are possible 
	(Luke 18:27) 

	You say: "I'm too tired" 
	God says: I will give you rest 
	(Matthew 11:28-30) 

	You say: "Nobody really loves me" 
	God says: I love you 
	(John 3:1 6 & John 3:34 ) 

	You say: "I can't go on" 
	God says: My grace is sufficient 
	(II Corinthians 12:9 & Psalm 91:15) 

	You say: "I can't figure things out" 
	God says: I will direct your steps 
	(Proverbs 3:5- 6) 

	You say: "I can't do it" 
	God says: You can do all things 
	(Philippians 4:13) 

	You say: "I'm not able" 
	God says: I am able 
	(II Corinthians 9:8) 

	You say: "It's not worth it" 
	God says: It will be worth it 
	(Roman 8:28 ) 

	You say: "I can't forgive myself" 
	God says: I Forgive you 
	(I John 1:9 & Romans 8:1) 

	You say: "I can't manage" 
	God says: I will supply all your needs 
	(Philippians 4:19) 

	You say: "I'm afraid" 
	God says: I have not given you a spirit of fear 
	(II Timothy 1:7) 

	You say: "I'm always worried and frustrated" 
	God says: Cast all your cares on ME 
	(I Peter 5:7) 

	You say: "I'm not smart enough" 
	God says: I give you wisdom 
	(I Corinthians 1:30) 

	You say: "I feel all alone" 
	God says: I will never leave you or forsake you 
	(Hebrews 13:5) 
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

February Issue No. 2   

[image: image7.png]WHAT YOUARE I3
S GIFLL0 4
G609 L B0 6

T Uou VAKE - ’
B@ygUR@IFT ..





CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pastor:  Rev. Dick Fylling

Moderator: Rob Ator      

Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Visitation Assistant


Karen Schmidt-Dill

Organist:  Joan Lundell

Choir Director: Jeff Iverson
Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Dick Fylling and Rosalene Mooney



CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

PASTOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS: condor5@live.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Pastor’s Office:  9:00 a.m. -  Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Secretary’s Office:  9:00 - Noon Monday-Friday


Church Office: 320-564-2442    Pastor’s Home: 320-321-1166  Pastor’s Cell:  507-430-7644

Visitation Assistant Karen Schmidt-Dill:  Cell 507-430-0138

