Note from Pulpit Supply
Greetings, Members and Friends!

   The Rev. Jerry Hankins (some of you may remember him, tongue in cheek) asked me many years ago if I regretted going to seminary, spending all that time and money on an education that for me focused on pastoral care and then realizing that my call, my ministry was in nursing still? “No,” I replied. “I can never regret learning new things, this seminary education will be useful in so many ways for the rest of my life.” And so it is and has been…. Spiritual matters, concerns abound in our lives. It doesn’t matter who you are, where you work, what gender you are, whether you subscribe to an organized religion or not, spiritual issues happen.

   It also seems that I have been preparing for ministry prior to, and ever since attending Chicago Theological Seminary. Life’s experiences have also taught me much. Here we are on a new venture together with me being the pulpit supply person to Granite Falls UCC and also to Montevideo First Congregational. This will be of short duration as the journey moves forward with the search process for a settled pastor. So stay tuned for news from the folks on the council, trustees, deaconate, worship and membership committees as the work and the joy of examining who we are as congregations and what we hope to become as well as what we seek in a church leader and teacher and spiritual guide.

   It is with a heavy heart but also a joyful one, that I am writing this note to you. Our very good friend, church member, community member, Leroy Hieb, died Monday morning, May 26, 2014. Memorial Day. Leroy was rather a special person around Granite Falls. He loved youth and teaching, he wanted the community to be able to care for each other and support each other in many ways so he was pretty integral in getting the Lions Club started and the Rescue Squad going. He built things, worked on the addition of the Granite Falls church when that was happening, co-chaired the remodeling of the church basement after that BIG flood, He LOVED to travel (and hunt pheasants). Ruby says it was her fault they never got to the seventh continent in their excursions. (I think there is a few of us who may never achieve that bucket list item either.) 

   For some odd reason, it seems that God thought my being a nurse and having a pastoral education would be a good combination. And right now, that sure seems to fit. There are members and friends of our churches who are physically hurting as well as spiritually. We can find hope as we travel along this winding path in our lives together.

   If you would, please get your bibles out. A couple of different translations if you have them. Read some of Proverbs 21 and 22 but especially look at 22 verse 1. Reading a variety of translations sure helps make it easier to understand what is meant in the writings. Randy Hammer wrote a book, Dancing in the Dark--Lessons in Facing Life’s Challenges with Courage and Creativity. This lesson is called “Living Epitaphs” and is in the section about hope. 
What do you want on your tombstone? This is the assignment that was given to would-be writers at a writer’s workshop I once attended. The exercise is not as easy as one might initially think. It requires the ability to summarize and be precise, as well as the ability to look at one’s life objectively and to faithfully translate that life into words.

   Golda Meir, the great leader who led Israel through many troubled years, once said, “I cannot think of anything more terrible than looking back at the end and feeling that you have not written well in the Book of Life.” Each of us is writing—consciously or unconsciously—his or her own book of life, or autobiography, if you will. Each of us is writing his or her own eulogy. Each of us is engraving his or her own epitaph on the great stone of life.

   The writer of Proverbs reminds us that having a good name is more important than accumulating great riches (22:1). Qualities that go into making a good name include honesty, uprightness, justice, compassion, trustworthiness, goodness, hope, faith, and love.

   Have we not written well on the pages of our lives? If not, we have a chance to begin right now to make changes. There is always hope and the possibility for change. The question for us to consider is, how do we want the remaining chapters of our book of life to read? What do we want on our tombstone?
   Leroy Hieb began writing his epitaph many years ago. He was creating his legacy. I would guess he never “planned” on dying any more than you and I do. Our churches forefathers and mothers somehow had a legacy that they were creating, an epitaph they wanted to be known for, a good name, as they came into being way more than a hundred years ago. It is fitting that we look forward to our epitaph, what is our good name, what do we want to be known for, how is First Congregational Church and Granite Falls UCC’s gracious spirit perceived as we keep living and creating our own legacy?

“With God, all things are possible.”  Matthew 19:26
Karen Schmidt-Dill, pulpit supply and visitation minister
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2014
	Responsibility
	June 1
	June 8
	June 15
	June 22
	June 29

	Please find your own substitute if you are unable to take your assigned week.

	Usher
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship
	Ron/Marty Bergman
	Butch Olson
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Darrell/Hazel Carter

	Liturgist
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson
	Helen Stukel

	Clean Up
	Bob Slettedahl
	Sally Thoma
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS


JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
June  5
Diane Bakker 


June 15 
Mitch & Carlee Kling

June 16
Bryan Henslin


June 29
Ray & Sharon Olson

Wayne Kling                         

June 19
Kyle Gaffaney


Janie Ator

June 27
Sue Krinke


Shelly Gaffaney

June 28
Judy Boman
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JUNE 2014 CHURCH CALENDAR




June 1

9:15 a.m.
Worship/Communion


June 8

9:15 a.m.
Worship
June 11
7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting

June 12
7:00 p.m.
Circle of Stones





at Sharon Anderson’s

June 15
9:15 a.m.
Worship/Father’s Day



June 22
9:15 a.m.
Worship
June 29
9:15 a.m.
Worship
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 APRIL                                YEAR TO DATE
Income
$3,800.67   
Income 
$16,967.18

Expenses 
$4,908.18
Expenses
$19,705.72
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DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
Those who volunteered to deliver the dinners for Dinner At Your Door program for the week of May 18 - 24 are:  Dick and Sharon Anderson, Brad and Amanda, Cherri and Cindy Fjermestad, John and Karen Halling, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Pearl Lenzen, Helen Stuklel, Lynn Holmstrom, and Bob and Karla Slettedahl.   And to think that all of the days were better than the past few months.  Thank you for your help.

 

The next week of deliveries will be a bit of a challenge but I trust that this church will come through with enough drivers.  It will be the week of June 29 through July 5.  If you will be available through that holiday week, please give a call before June 15.  That will save making a lot of calls to find out what everyone's plans are for the Fourth of July!!       Ruby  564-4339   

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺

What a Wonderful Way to Explain Death

 

A sick man turned to his doctor, as he was preparing to leave the examination room and said, "Doctor, I am afraid to die. Tell me what lies on the other side."

 

Very quietly, the doctor said, "I don't know."

 

"You don't know?  You, a Christian man, do not know what is on the other side?"

 

The doctor was holding the handle of the door; on the other side came a sound of scratching and whining, and as he opened the door, a dog sprang into the room and leaped on him with an eager show of gladness.

 

Turning to the patient, the doctor said, "Did you notice my dog?  He's never been in this room before.  He didn't know what was inside.

 

He knew nothing except that his master was here, and when the door opened, he sprang in without fear.  I know little of what is on the other side of death, but I do know one thing... I know my Master is there and that is enough."

    

May today there be peace within you. May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.

 

I believe that friends are quiet angels who lift us to our feet when our wings have trouble remembering how to fly.

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺

One Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young daughter what the lesson was about.  The daughter answered, "Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt." Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed.  Later in the day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom asked him what that morning's Sunday school lesson was about.  He said "Be not afraid, thy comforter is coming." 
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