Note from the Supply Pastor

Dear Mother Nature,

   Ok, enough already! The ground is super saturated, storms all over the entire region several days, evenings, nights in a row. Homes, outbuildings, trees, fields destroyed. Floods both of rivers and on streets/roads. Time to settle down.

   Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfully yours,

Pastor

Yes, I am writing with tongue-in-cheek, but you can’t fool me, I know many of you are thinking the same thing after the storms of the week of June 15. 

The drought is officially over. But now it is the dealing with the aftermath of such late spring storms and that aftermath is pretty huge. The worst part is the loss of life in Nebraska and anywhere else that comes with storms. Property can always be rebuilt or replaced albeit at great expense, both financially and emotionally and time, but life-human and animal-is too precious to be lost in such a way.
I hope and pray that we members of the communities of Granite Falls and Montevideo can find ways to help those in need whether it be in Pilger, NE, Wessington Springs, SD or just down/up the road a piece along the Minnesota River. 

· What do you think? Can we get a small coach bus load of people together to go somewhere to help our neighbors with clean-up?

Sunday, June 15, the scripture reading was from Genesis 1, the story of creation of the universe and all that is in it, especially this place called Earth. We talked about the spark of life that began it all and the guidance, the plan of God to bring everything into being. We talked about the many cultures of the world that have creation stories at least somewhat similar to the Genesis story. Every story has at least one thing in common with others. Usually it has something to do with water. I even read a brief synopsis of a creation tale that comes from the Omaha Nation tribal stories. (Ask me about multi-cultural creation stories and I’ll show you my collection of books.)

What happened though in the worship together is what I really want to highlight. It was a long scripture reading so there were many individuals reading the passages, “on the first day… and God saw that it was good”, etc. I don’t know about you but remember that we are all sent out to be ministers to one another? 1 Peter 4 and Ephesians 4 have some of the clearest statements on how to care for one another.

Most of us think of ministry as the work done by pastors, missionaries, Christian conference speakers, or evangelists. We rarely think of work done by bankers, lawyers, nurses, engineers, or homemakers as ministry. We typically believe that those who get their paychecks from a church or other Christian organization are the ones who “do” ministry, while the rest of us are those to whom ministry is “done.” I hope you can expand your vision of ministry so that you come to view all you do, regardless of your occupation, as what it can and ought to be—ministry that glorifies God and influences other people.
I am trying out different ways of bringing worship to life for us. It was wonderful at 1st Congregational to sit around the fellowship table, do the entire service in a discussion mode, we talked about LOTS of aspects of the service and community. Let’s do that again, it seemed like what a house church worship should/could be.

Grace and Peace to each of you as we minister to one another.

Karen Schmidt-Dill
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	Responsibility

	
	JULY 6
	JULY 13
	JULY 20
	JULY 27

	Usher
	Darrell Carter
	Darrell Carter
	Darrel Carter
	Bea Read

	Usher
	Hazel Carter
	Hazel Carter
	Hazel Carter
	Volunteer

	Fellowship

	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	Sue Selden
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	John/Karen Halling

	Liturgist
	Helen Stukel
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson
	Sue Selden

	Clean Up
	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	Sue Selden
	Darrell/Hazel Carter
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


JULY BIRTHDAYS 


JULY ANNIVERSARIES
July  2
Darrell Carter 


July  2

Jeff & Sheila VanOverbeke

July  4
George Boman 

July 11

Bill & Sue Krinke

July 10
Julia Kvam 


July 19

Helen & Gene Stukel

July 11
Janelle Kompelien 

July 24

Bryan (Shorty) & Jenny Henslin

July 12
Eric Soine
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July 16
Dick Anderson

July 17
Hazel Carter


Tom Bukowski


Jacob Anderson





July 18
Peggy Kvam

July 23
Pat Putnam

July 26
Alison Ator

July 27
Karen Schmidt-Dill

JULY CHURCH CALENDAR
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July 6

9:15 am
Worship/Communion
July 9

5:30 pm
Potluck Supper



6:00 pm
Congregational Meeting`


July 13
9:15 am
Worship

July 20
9:15 am
Worship

July 21
Encounter Deadline for August




July 27
9:15 am
Worship


          10:30 am
Stewardship Meeting

May 19
Deadline for June Encounter

May 25
9:15 am
Worship
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Potluck Supper at 5:30 pm on Wednesday, July 9th followed by a 6 pm meeting.  Will be discussing and compiling information on what we are looking for in the next pastor.  Come help us get the process started.

FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE
Requests for financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by October 19, 2014.  Scholarships are available for camp registration, education, leadership and special training needs. The Memorial, Bequests and Special Gifts committee will meet on that date to consider and allot funds.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.                    
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The Family of Leroy Hieb thanks you for your kindness

and sympathy at a time when it was deeply appreciated.
You all were fantastic getting the coffee and cookies ready, and then putting in a huge day on Friday.  And what an array of bars and cookies!  Our family and extended families are also amazed of the strength and endurance of the “UCC’ers”.  Thanks to the ushers also.  We are small but mighty!

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺
Thank you to our church family during Leroy's hospitalization, his birthday card shower, his short stay in the manor and these days following his passing.

 

Thank you to all who helped with the baking, (some pulled out recipes that they either knew that 

Leroy had really liked or even one of his favorite cookie recipe of his mother's), setting up and serving at two different places for Thursday and Friday and all of the cleaning at both churches.  Thanks to Sharon, who spent a lot of time and had to make many phone calls to get it all together.

 

Karen's visits and prayers to the Manor were comforting to all of us. Thank you to the ushers who did more than what they first volunteered to do.  Joan's gift of music was greatly appreciated and her giving Tannika confidence is what Joan always does with a smile. 

 

What a great example of how our church can get a lot done in a short notice!!  

 

God's blessings to all of you,

Ruby, Todd, and Kristi and families
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A special thank you to Spencer Kvam for serving as our Conference Moderator for the past two years.  
CIRCLE OF STONES
Circle of Stones will be Thursday, August 14 at Barb Gustafson’s in Willmar.  Her home address is 1801 Becker Ave. SE, Unit #106.  Her Cell Number is 320-979-6033.  More information will follow in the next newsletter.
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

July Issue No. 7   
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
PULPIT SUPPLY AND VISITATION PASTOR:  KAREN SCHMIDT-DILL

MODERATOR: ROB ATOR      

SECRETARY: ROSALENE MOONEY

ORGANIST:  JOAN LUNDELL  CHOIR DIRECTOR: JEFF IVERSON  TREASURER: JANIE ATOR

NEWSLETTER EDITORS:  KAREN SCHMIDT-DILL AND ROSALENE MOONEY


CHURCH ADDRESS:  210 NINTH AVENUE, GRANITE FALLS, MN 56241

CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

KAREN’ E-MAIL ADDRESS:  kschmidt117@centurylink.net

KAREN’S CELL:  507-476-2677

CHURCH OFFICE: 320-564-2442     9:00 A.M. TO NOON WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY  

Wednesday, July 9th�5:30 Pot Luck Supper followed by 6:00 pm meeting� �Will be discussing and compiling information on 


what we are looking for in the next pastor.�Come help us get the process started.











