Hospitality: Bible Style, Final Chapter

Throughout the scriptures there are references to what is important to God. The basic tenant is to love each other, be kind to one another, to treat someone just as you would want someone to treat you. 

Matthew 5:43-48 is part of a long conversation that Jesus is having with those who were “apprenticed” to him and committed to his teachings as Eugene Peterson’s The Message translation puts it.

   “You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does, he gives his best – the sun to warm, and the rain to nourish – to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of the mill sinner does that.

   “In a word, what I’m saying is grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.”

One of the best reasons for reading a different translation of the Bible is to see things in a new perspective. Or catch a phrase that seems old and is now switched up to something more understandable.  Love Your Enemies reading is so well known we need to see it with new eyes. 

In the NRSV translation, the last line is “Be perfect, therefore as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Seeing the way God lives toward us or you, puts an entirely new take on this phrase. I can’t be perfect, and to try for God’s perfection… nope, not going to happen, so why should I try or even aim for that. With the expression that we are to “live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward me,” yes, I can at least work toward that.

This Matthew scripture is commanding us to live the Golden Rule.  It doesn’t matter who a person is, where they come from, who their grandparents were, what income or education they have, what religious background they come from, if you agree with them or not, use your energies of prayer, give your best, give your regard, your generosity and grace to them. Generosity does not HAVE to be money, there is such a thing as generosity of spirit, of love. 

We are living in a period of time when the past political practices of this nation created some crises for other nations. The ones who are suffering in those other countries are the ones without any “power.” Poor families, children. Most are coming here seeking refuge and to find some relatives who came here before them. Just as we see happening all over the world, Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, almost everywhere. So open your hearts and your arms and live generously toward the refugees coming to this country. 

Grace and Peace to each of you,

Karen Schmidt-Dill
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	Responsibility

	
	SEPTEMBER 7
	SEPTEMER 14
	SEPTEMBER 21
	SEPTEMBER 28

	Usher
	Bea Read
	Bea Read
	Bea Read
	Bea Read

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship

	Jeremy Posey
	Pearl Lenzen
	Root Beer Floats 
	Bea Read

	Fellowship
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Wayne/LouAnn Kling  
	Root Beer Floats
	Steve/Vicke Zumhofe

	Liturgist
	Terry VanDerPol
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	Stan/Janelle Kompelien
	Bea Read
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 


SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Sept. 3 

Kyle Mooney 



Sept.  6
Darrell & Hazel Carter

Sept.  6
Pearl Lenzen

[image: image2.png]



Margaret Zumhofe


Jared Zumhofe


Curt Soine

Sept.  8
Brad Hall

Sept. 11
John Dack

Sept. 12
Sue Rollins

Sept. 17
Emily Rollins







Steve Zumhofe

Sept. 23
Shelby Nielsen

Sept. 28
Helen Stukel

SEPTEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR
Sept. 7

9:15 am
Worship/Communion


Noon

Pool Party & Potluck at Jane Myre’s, (Montevideo)
Sept. 10
6:30 pm
Choir Practice



7:00 pm
Council Meeting

Sept. 14
9:15 am
Worship

Sept. 17
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

Sept. 18
5:00 pm
Car pool for Circles of Stones





Barb Gustafson’s in Willmar

Sept. 20        10:00 am to 
Food for Kids 

2:00 pm 
St. Paul Lutheran, GF

Sept. 21
9:15 am
Worship/Pack the Pews Sunday



5:00 pm to
Spiritual Fun Night (potluck and a movie)



7:00 pm
at Montevideo

Sept. 22
Deadline for October Encounter
Sept. 24
6:30 pm
Choir Practice



7:00 pm
Bullying Lyceum (YME HS all day and open to public at 7:00 pm –





faith-based conversation about bullying)

Sept. 28
9:15 am
Worship
Oct. 19
5:00 pm to
Spiritual Fun Night (GF host)



7:00 pm

SPIRITUAL FUN NIGHT

Starting in September, we will plan a Spiritual Fun Night alternating between the Granite Falls and Montevideo Congregations.  On September 21 we will meet in the Montevideo Church from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  There will be a potluck and a movie.  Bring friends, relatives, neighbors, kids, and non-church members.  This is open to everyone.  Then on October 19, Granite Falls will host.  Topics are variable, faith-based games, Bible study, another movie, hymn sing, etc.

FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE
Requests for financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by October 19, 2014.  Scholarships are available for camp registration, education, leadership and special training needs. The Memorial, Bequests and Special Gifts committee will meet on that date to consider and allot funds.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.                    
CIRCLE OF STONES
September 18 at Barb and Jerry Gustafson’s in Willmar.  Please meet at the church at 5:00 pm to car pool.  Circle of Stones will now be meeting on the third Thursday of the month.
BULLYING LYCEUM AT YME

On Wednesday, September 24 there will be a Bullying Lyceum at Yellow Medicine East.  Then at 7:00 pm it  will be open to the public.  There will be conversation for the whole community.  Several other school systems will have the presentation done with them on Monday and Tuesday and maybe Thursday that week.

FOOD FOR KIDS MEAL PACKAGING

On Saturday, September 20th at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, there will be meal packaging for kids from 10 am 
to 2 pm.  Suggested donation is $20 per person per hour participating.  Last year they made about 37,000 meals.  This year we are shooting for 40,000-45,000 meals.  Wow!  You could get pledges from other folks to cover your portion.  If you wanted to work the entire 4 hours, it would be $80 suggest amount.
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
The volunteers for Dinner At Your Door had a nice week of weather for deliveries.  The number of dinners is very manageable and the recipients are certainly a friendly appreciative group.  Doesn't that make more of you want to volunteer, doing local mission work?  Hop on the wagon for the week of September 21 - 27.  Those who volunteered for the August deliveries were Pearl Lenzen, Helen and Gene Stukel, Dick and Sharon Anderson, Brad and Amanda, Joel Beninga, LaVonne Koenen, and Cheri and Cindy Fjermestad.  Thank you to all of you!  Ruby Hieb
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JULY                              YEAR TO DATE
Income 
$4,012.01  
Income 
$28,349.28
Expenses        $2,703.04
Expenses
$34,525.72
OLD FAMILY BIBLE

There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family Bible to her brother in another part of the country.  “Is there anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk.  “Only the Ten Commandments.” answered the lady.  Submitted by Pearl Lenzen
AMISH CARRIAGE
While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish carriage.  The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of humor, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand printed sign---“Energy efficient vehicle:  Runs on oats and grass.  Caution:  Do not step in exhaust.”  Submitted by Pearl Lenzen
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