Karen’s November News
Announcing a contest---I need a title for the Pastor’s letter page. I have not come up with anything sparkling, catchy, interesting, up to date, useful every month. Well, you know, PERFECT. So here is your chance…. Email, text, phone, even drop a postcard to me with your suggestions before the December deadline for the newsletter comes up, usually the beginning of the third week of the month. The winner will receive a brand new, 2015 Lincoln cross-over vehicle! (Ha ha ha, just kidding about the car! I need one first.) But the winner WILL receive your choice of either a pair of matching, home-made pillowcases, fabric of your choice, OR a loaf of sourdough bread, your favorite flavor. Hmmm, maybe 2 loaves. 

OK, enough goofiness. Or NOT. 

I sure hope that everyone knows that it is alright to laugh, clap, have fun in church. Those of you who are regularly present do seem to do all the above. If there is special music, we clap. When someone tells a concern or joy with humor in it we laugh, especially at ourselves. When the pastor AKA me skips an item in the bulletin you bring me back to reality. As children participate in the worship service and make comments you encourage them to come sit with or help the pastor. (That always brings a chuckle of some sort.) A birthday usually brings an outburst of the Happy Birthday song, anniversaries bring cheers of celebration.

Perhaps, to you, it seems that humor during worship time, especially, seems casual, not holy, inconsiderate, not serious, disrespectful, any number of negatives. I would encourage you to reconsider the idea that worship and church going is serious, sober business. Yes, of course, it is true there is a time and a place for everything, sober considerations and enjoyment. 

Here is a thought for you—Do you think God has a sense of humor? Do you think God enjoys the sound of laughter? 

We humans are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). This means that the majority of our qualities somehow reflect God. Creativity is a part of the character of God, but we sometimes use it to promote sin or evil. Our sense of humor also comes from God. If God did not have a sense of humor, from where else would we get ours? That being said, God's humor may not always look like our humor. Sometimes we find things to be funny that in reality are not – such as crude or crass jokes or put-downs. But God is the creator of pure laughter and humor.  

Proverbs 17:22 says, "A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones." Psalm 126:1-2 depicts God as the giver of laughter: "When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, 'The Lord has done great things for them.'" Laughter and joy are seen as positives in the Bible. If God had no sense of humor, this would not be the case.
It depends on how you look at a passage in the Bible…Check out 1 Samuel 5:1-5, see the humor in the story of the Ark of the Covenant being stolen from the Israelites by the Philistines and what happens when the Ark is placed by the Philistine god, Damon? There are many examples of God, Jesus, prophets, disciples, enjoying themselves and sharing their laughter or enjoyment of life with others throughout the Scriptures. Have fun looking some of those verses up. 

As James Martin wrote: “Joy, humor and laughter, should be part of everyone’s spiritual life. They are gifts from God and help us enjoy creation.”
May Peace and Love and Joy fill your very being.     Karen Schmidt-Dill, pulpit supply and visitation pastor
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	Responsibility
	November 2
	November 9
	November 16
	November 23
	November 30

	Usher
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney

	Usher
	Peggy Mooney
	Peggy Mooney
	Peggy Mooney
	Peggy Mooney
	Peggy Mooney

	Fellowship
	Helen Stukel
	Pat Kuehn/Kari Mead
	Stan/Janelle Kompelien
	John/Julie Butterbrodt
	Ruby Hieb

	Fellowship
	Dorian Gatchell
	Mike/Shelly 

Gaffaney
	Curt/Paula Soine
	Babette Bardwell
	Tom/Linda Bukowski

	Liturgist
	Sharon Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Shelly Gaffaney

	Clean Up
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney
	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	Jon/Tammy Anderson
	John/Karen Halling
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Nov.  1
Ruby Hieb 


Nov. 10
Jerry & Sheila Koepke

Nov.  4
Audrey Zempel 

Nov. 13
Curt & Paula Soine

Nov. 5
Bea Read
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Nov. 10
John (Snig) Halling 
Nov. 17
Cheri Fjermestad





Nov. 23
Sherri Gatchell

Nov. 24
Jerry Gustafson

Nov. 25
Peggy Mooney


Nov. 27
Bryan Mooney

Nov. 28
Linda Bukowski



REMINDERS
There will not be a Spiritual Fun evening in November or December.

Our church will be hosting the Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service on Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00.  Refreshments will be served afterwards.

On Saturday, November 29th, there will be Christmas church decorating from 9:30-11:00.  Coffee and rolls will be served.  Advent begins November 30th.  There will be a Chrismon service and tree decorating that morning in worship.
DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
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The volunteers and drivers for Dinner At Your Door for October include the following:  Dick and Sharon Anderson, the Kompeliens, Hazel Carter, LaVonne and DuWayne Koenen, John Butterbrodt, Karen Schmidt-Dill, and Rich and Sue Rollins.  Thanks to each of you!

 

I admire all of you that were out of town, enjoying a beautiful fall.  We Minnesotans need that to get geared for the next season.  I am sure that you will be regenerated to sign the yellow tablet for our next time to help others in Granite Falls during the week of November 2 - 8.       Ruby Hieb
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NOVEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR  
Nov. 2

9:15 am
Worship/Communion


          10:30 am
Stewardship Meeting



Nov. 5

6:30 pm
Choir

Nov. 9

9:15 am
Worship
Nov. 12
6:30 pm
Choir Practice



7:30 pm
Council Meeting 
Nov. 13
7:00 pm
Circle of Stones

Nov. 15
1:00 pm
Ali Ator’s Recital
Nov. 16
9:15 am
Worship

Nov. 17
Deadline for December Encounter
Nov. 19
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

Nov. 23
9:15 am
Worship

Nov.26

7:00 pm
Ecumenical Thanksgiving





Eve Worship Service

Nov. 27


Thanksgiving

Nov. 29    9:30-11:30 am
Advent Christmas church
decorating





Coffee and Rolls served
Nov. 30
9:15 a.m.
Worship Service/Chrismon Service


☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺

When I meditated on the word GUIDANCE, I kept seeing "dance" at the end of 
the word. I remember reading that doing God's will is a lot like dancing. 
When two people try to lead, nothing feels right. The movement doesn't flow 
with the music, and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky. When one 
person realizes that, and lets the other lead, both bodies begin to flow 
with the music. One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back or 
by pressing lightly in one direction or another. It's as if two become one 
body, moving beautifully. The dance takes surrender, willingness, and 
attentiveness from one person and gentle guidance and skill from the other. 

My eyes drew back to the word GUIDANCE.   When I saw "G," I thought of God, 
followed by "u" and "i." "God, "u" and "i" dance." God, you, and I dance. 
As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust that I would get guidance 
about my life. Once again, I became willing to let God lead. 

My prayer for you today is that God's blessings and mercies be upon you on 
this day and everyday. May you abide in God as God abides in you. Dance 
together with God, trusting God to lead and to guide you through each season 
of your life. 
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UCC Council Meeting

OCTOBER 8, 2014
Present: Janie, Peggy, Steve, Spencer, Sue

Agenda was prepared:


Minutes


Committee reports


Financial report


Old Business



Computer



Highway Cleanup 



Meander



Family Fun Night


New Business



Interim minister



Church use requests

Minutes: Approve Peggy/Spencer/U

Committee reports

· Christian Ed: Didn’t meet

· Worship and Membership: Met, but we have no report

· Building and Maintenance: Didn’t meet. Heat seems to be working fine.

· Stewardship: Budget planning will be Nov. 2 and council can go over proposal at next meeting. Budget brunch will be Dec. 7.

· Wider Church happenings: nothing to report

· Memorials and Bequests: So far, no scholarship requests. Next meeting Oct. 19.

· Joint Parish Council: Conference call with Rick Wagner about options. Churches must decide what each can afford to spend on a pastor. Monte needs a full church meeting to decide. Ad for contracted position has been prepared when amounts known. Pastor/Parish committee needs to meet (has no chair currently) with Karen S-D on Oct. 22 at 7:30 pm—this needs to go in the bulletin. The Council would like to know when the next Joint Parish Council meeting will be, where they are in the process and when the ad will go out.

Approve the slate of reports: Janie/Steve/U

Financial Report: Karen’s numbers are not in $650 to the good for September and down about $4000 for the year.

Report accepted Spencer/Peggy/U 

0Id Business

· Rob and Terry were getting other prices on computers. Rob’s estimate was about the same as Andrew’s bid. The decision is tabled until next month.
· Highway cleanup is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 12. An email reminder will be sent.

· Meander: Most of the lunches were sold. Profit is $359 less the $200 cost to get in the brochure. We won’t do this next year. We will revisit the meatball dinner at the November meeting.

· Family Fun Night at GFUCC is scheduled for Oct. 19. A pot luck and some games is a possibility. Janie will contact Helen and Steve will talk to Vicke about this.

New Business

· See Joint Parish discussion about interim minister.

· Thanksgiving Eve service is at GFUCC. Next month we will discuss Advent and Christmas schedules.
· Church Use requests: Janie requested Saturday, Nov. 15, for Ali’s vocal recital. Approved Spencer/Steve/U
Next meeting Nov. 12 at 7:30

Adjourn at 8:30.

Move to Adjourn Janie

Sue Selden, Acting Clerk
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