Pastor’s Notes   December 2014

Christmas Comes
A poem by Ann Weems
Christmas comes every time we see God in other persons.
The human and the holy meet in Bethlehem or in Times Square,
For Christmas comes like a golden storm on its way
          to Jerusalem—
          Determinedly, inevitably…
Even now it comes
In the face of hatred and warring—
No atrocity too terrible to stop it,
No Herod strong enough,
No hurt deep enough,
No curse shocking enough,
No disaster shattering enough—
          For someone on earth will see the star,
          Someone will hear the angel voices,
          Someone will run to Bethlehem,
          Someone will know peace and goodwill:
          The Christ will be born!

Ah, Christmas comes again.   But Advent is first! 
I cannot explain or contain Christmas in a single message, box, hymn, service, or experience. Christmas describes something far bigger and grander than anything I can imagine: God entering human life and human history to affect a new created order. Sometimes I forget, and either lower or raise my expectations missing the action of God altogether, substituting something less fulfilling where I want spiritual fulfillment. So I turn back to the Scriptures read, hymns and carols sung, the prayers prayed, and the conversations of those who celebrate Christ’s birth to reorient myself. As we begin the church season of Advent that leads into Christmas, know everything God began is still unfolding around us and will continue to do so. So we pray and act:

God: 
          Open my eyes that I may see… 
          Open my mind that I may know… 
          Open my heart that I may believe… 
          Open my hands that I may receive and give…             Immanuel--God with us.

God bless you as you celebrate Christ’s birth. If you are able, join us at either Granite Falls UCC or First Congregational UCC Montevideo this season.
Karen Schmidt-Dill, pulpit supply and visitation pastor

****************************************************************

Remember last month’s challenge to name this pastor’s page? I would appreciate more entries. Please let Karen know…. 

Karen’s Konundrums   
Minister’s Message

Wondering Words
Pastor’s Percolations

Karen’s Korner

Karen’s Kounsel

Pulpit Ponderings
Shepherd’s Rumination

Pastor’s Passions

Pearls from the Pulpit
Prayerful Puzzles    Ponderings & Puzzles Ruminations from the Pasture
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2014
	Responsibility

	
	December 7
	December 14
	December 21
	December 28

	Usher
	Mike Gaffaney
	Mike Gaffaney
	Mike Gaffaney
	Mike Gaffaney

	Usher
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney

	Fellowship

	Stewardship Brunch
	Sally Thoma
	Cindy Fjermestad


	Steve/Vicke Zumhofe

	Fellowship
	Stewardship Brunch
	Dallas/Coleen Odegard
	Jon/Tammy Anderson 
	Keith/Deb Koerlin

	Liturgist
	Sharon Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden

	Clean Up
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Tom/Linda Bukowski
	Karen Schmidt-Dill
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Dec.   5
Calvyn Mooney 

Dec. 28
Mike & Shelly Gaffaney
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Dec. 11
Lynn Holmstrom

Dec. 15

Ethan Ator

Dec. 31
Melissa Bardwell

DECEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec. 3

6:30 pm
Choir Practice
Dec. 7

9:15 am
Worship/Communion
[image: image6.png]


                      10:30 am
Stewardship Brunch



Dec. 10
6:30 pm
Choir Practice



7:30 pm
Council Meeting

Dec. 14
9:15 am
Worship

          10:30 am    
MBSG Committee Meeting 
Dec. 17


Christmas Ecumenical Caroling


5:25 pm
Start at the Manor



6:15 pm
At Henry Hill



6:45 pm
At Riverside



7:15 pm
At Granite Ridge





Party following at Darrell and Hazel Carters





(Please bring a dish to share)

Dec. 18
7:00 pm
Circle of Stones at Sue Rollins Home
Dec. 21
9:15 am
Worship with Music 
[image: image7.wmf]Dec. 22
Deadline for January Encounter
Dec. 24
5:30 pm
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service

Dec. 25


Christmas Day

Dec. 28
9:15 am
Worship
Dec. 31


New Year’s Eve

Jan. 1



New Years Day
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On Wednesday, December 17th there will be Ecumenical Christmas Caroling at 5:25.  We will start at the Manor.  At 6:15 pm we will be at Henry Hill, 6:45 pm at Riverside and then 7:15 pm at Granite Ridge.  Following caroling, there will be a party at Darrell and Hazel Carter’s.  Please bring a dish to share.
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Advent Candle Lighting Litany Readers are needed.  Contact Karen Schmidt-Dill if you and your family are going to be here and would like to be a reader at one of the five services.  Thank you.
DECEMBER CIRCLE OF STONES

Circle of Stones will now be meeting on the third Thursday of the month.  
Meet on December 18
 7:00 p.m. at Sue Rollins’ home.
[image: image10.png]



Dinner at Your Door
Drivers for DAYD in November were Cherri and Cindy Fjermestad, LaVonne and DuWayne Koenen, Helen Stukel, Lynne Holmstrom, Pearl Lenzen and Karen Schmidt-Dill.  You are all so appreciated by the recipients and especially by me!  
  Our last opportunity for the year to serve others will be Dec. 14 - 20.  Please call or sign
  the tablet at the back of the church.  And if you are starting to make your New Year's  
  resolutions include volunteering your time to help with this local mission program.
                                              Ruby Hieb   564-4339

 
We have ordered 2 nice large poinsettias from the flower shop for the altar area for Christmas.  If you would like to contribute to these bouquets in memory of a loved one or honor a loved one this Christmas, please sign the sheet that will be on the back table at church.  A suggested contribution would be 10 to 15 dollars.
 

Thanks,

The Sanctuary Committee

A little boy asked his Mom - “Mom, if they were so smart why didn't the wise men bring Jesus a crib or at least a mattress?”

A 3 yr. old boy said to his mom, “Mom, let's sing the door song.” puzzled, the mom asked him to sing a bit of it. he sang, “O Come Let Us Adore Him”.

When asked where the spirit of gift-giving at Christmas originated my friend's 8-year-old said. “God gave us Jesus on Christmas.” My friend was pleased with her answer, but after a short pause, the daughter added, “and Easter is when we sent him back.”
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