 “Pasture’s” Ruminations

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to Everyone! I can still say Merry Christmas because we are technically still in the season of Christmas with the Twelve Days of Christmas ending with Epiphany on January 6. 

First, I would like to thank EVERYONE who helped with making Christmas bright at church this year. There were musicians and special music, retellings of the Christmas story and the birth of Jesus, there was decorating, good food, actors and actresses—young and old, there was story- telling, cleaner-uppers, craft work of various sorts, lots of thoughtfulness and sharing of gifts. AND there was humor as well as tears. 

Second, a BIG thank you to everyone for their thoughtful monetary gifts to me. You are generous and amazing folks and surely made my Christmas a blessed one. 

Third, I chose the title for the newsletter page. Thank you to those who sent me suggestions. I had fun with the plays on words. This one is my own idea, so no one wins homemade loaves of bread or pillow cases. If you really hate this title, let me know, send a few new suggestions. 

About these Twelve Days of Christmas: it starts with Christmas Day, December 25th as day 1. Now count twelve days and you get to Epiphany, this new year of 2015, which is January 6th. Epiphany is the day we traditionally celebrate the arrival of the Wise Men as they give Jesus gifts. In many cultures, they recognize and celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas but the giving of gifts is done on January 6th or even a gift each day. Christmastide is meant to be the time that we truly celebrate that nativity of Jesus. Worship services, prayers, special celebrations of the role of shepherds, the angels, the Three Wise Men traditionally would also involve a feast. Wow, twelve days of feasting and parties…. 

Celebration of Jesus’ nativity, of course, began in the ancient Roman Catholic tradition and there are many changes that have occurred since medieval ages and Protestantism. For a time there was even a ban on celebrating Christmas at all among the Puritans in the early days of the American Colonies. It is good to know that the Protestant faith has been embracing the season of Christmas from Advent to Epiphany for a long time now. We can celebrate the wonder of the gift of Jesus birth, the gift from God to all of humanity. The gift that lets humans know the GOD of our creation. 

A prayer from the Orthodox Nativity liturgy: 

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has shed the light of knowledge upon the world. Through it, those who had been star-worshipers learned through a star to worship you, O Sun of Justice, and to recognize in you the one who rises and who comes from on high.
O Lord, glory to you!
Feast of the Nativity Liturgy
After Epiphany on January 6, we have a period of time to relax and enjoy an Epiphany season until Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. 
This year Ash Wednesday is on February 18th. I will put in a plug right now for the Granite Falls UCC Fat Tuesday celebration of Meatball Dinner and Cajun celebration on February 17th. An evening meal to begin the Season of Lent with. Your assistance to make this meal a reality is desperately needed and the first meeting is on Wednesday, the 7th. 
Prayers for Peace, Health and Goodness to one and all,
Karen Schmidt-Dill, Pulpit Supply and Visitation Pastor
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JANUARY 2015
	Responsibility

	
	JANUARY 4
	JANUARY 11
	JANUARY 18
	JANUARY 25

	Usher
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship


	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	Helen Stukel
	Diane Bakker
	Ruby Hieb

	Fellowship
	Jerry/Sheila Koepke
	Pearl Lenzen
	Bea Read
	Terry VanDerPol

	Liturgist
	Sharon Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sue Selden
	Helen Stukel

	Clean Up
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	Pearl Lenzen
	Bea Read
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
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Jan. 27

Bob Thoma

Jan. 28

Spencer Kvam



Diane Beninga




Jan. 30

Dallas Odegard



Cindy Fjermestad

Jan. 31

Val Giles

JANUARY CHURCH CALENDAR
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Jan. 1

HAPPY NEW YEAR’S DAY

Jan. 4

9:15 am
Worship Service/Communion
Jan. 7

6:30 pm
Choir Practice

Jan. 11
9:15 am
Worship





Jan. 14
6:30 pm
Choir Practice



7:00 pm
Council Meeting

Jan. 15
6:00 pm
Circle of Stones at Pearl Lenzen’s          
Jan. 18
9:15 am
Worship

Jan. 19
Deadline for February Encounter
Jan. 21
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

Jan. 25
9:15 am
Worship Service
Jan. 28
6:30 pm
Choir Practice

JANUARY CIRCLE OF STONES  
Circle of Stones will now be meeting on the third Thursday of the month.  
Meet on January 15
 6:00 p.m. at Pearl’s home for light supper and meeting.
Dinner at Your Door Drivers for December
Thanks to these drivers who closed the year of 2014 for local mission work by delivering meals:  John Butterbrodt, Pearl Lenzen, Lynn Holmstrom, Joel Beninga, the Kompeliens, and Dick and Sharon Anderson.

Also, thanks to the 29 people that represented our church as drivers for the meal program throughout 2014.  

I'm counting on your help plus some new people that will be stepping up to help with the program during the New Year.  Ruby Hieb
UNANSWERED PRAYER?
The preacher's 5-year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head, for a moment, before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why. "Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages, "I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good sermon." "How come He doesn't do it?" she asked.

 BEING THANKFUL
A rabbi said to a precocious six-year-old boy, "So your mother says your prayers for you each night? That's very commendable. What does she say?" The little boy replied, "Thank God he's in bed!"
 
 UNTIMELY ANSWERED PRAYER
During the minister's prayer, one Sunday, there was a loud whistle from one of the back pews. Tommy's mother was horrified. She pinched him into silence and, after church, asked, "Tommy, whatever made you do such a thing?"  Tommy answered, soberly, "I asked God to teach me to whistle, and He just then did!"
 
TIME TO PRAY
A pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night. "Yes, sir," the boy replied. "And, do you always say them in the morning, too?" the pastor asked. "No sir," the boy replied. "I ain't scared in the daytime."
 
 ALL MEN / ALL GIRLS?
When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every family member, every friend, and every animal (current and past).  For several weeks, after we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, "And all girls." As this soon became part of her nightly routine, to include this at the end, my curiosity got the best of me and I asked her, "Kelli, Why do you always add the part about all girls?"  Her response, "Because we always finish our prayers by saying 'All Men'!"
 
SAY A PRAYER
 Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his grandmother' s house. Everyone was seated around the table as the food was being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he started eating right away.  "Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer.   "I don't have to," the boy replied. "Of course, you do, his mother insisted. "We say a prayer before eating, at our house." "That's our house," Johnny said. "This is Grandma's house and she knows how to cook!” 
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FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE 2015
	Jan. 4
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	July 5 
	Dick/Sharon Anderson

	
	Jerry/Sheila Koepke
	July 12 
	Sue Selden

	Jan. 11 
	Helen Stukel
	July 19
	Bill/Sue Krinke

	
	Pearl Lenzen
	July 26
	John/Karen Halling

	Jan. 18 
	Diane Bakker
	Aug. 2 
	Rob/Janie Ator

	
	Bea Read
	Aug. 9 
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell

	Jan. 25 
	Ruby Hieb
	Aug.16 
	Wayne/LouAnn Kling

	
	Terry VanDerPol
	Aug. 23 
	Ruby Hieb

	Feb.1 
	Joel/Diane Beninga
	Aug. 30 
	Helen Stukel

	
	Keith & Deb Koerlin
	
	 

	Feb. 8 
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Sept. 6 
	Cindy Fjermestad

	
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke

	Feb. 15 
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney
	Sept. 13 
	Ron/Marty Bergman

	
	Bryan/Jenny Henslin
	
	Jon/Tammy Anderson

	Feb. 22 
	Stan/Janelle Kompelien
	Sept. 20
	DuWayne/LaVonne Koenen

	
	Sue Selden
	
	Pearl Lenzen

	Mar. 1
	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	Sept. 27
	Bea Read

	
	Curt/Paula Soine
	
	Steve/Vicke Zumhofe

	Mar. 8 
	Jon/Tammy Anderson
	Oct. 4 
	Marv/Bev Nordang

	
	John/Julie Butterbrodt
	
	Terry VanDerPol

	Mar. 15 
	Pearl Lenzen
	Oct. 11 
	Diane Bakker

	
	Marv/Bev Nordang
	
	Joel/Diane Beninga

	Mar. 22 
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	Oct. 18 
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell

	
	Cindy Fjermestad
	
	Jerry/Sheila Koepke

	Mar. 29 
	John/Karen Halling
	Oct. 25 
	Bob Slettedahl

	
	Helen Stukel
	
	Bryan/Jenny Henslin

	Apr. 5 
	Wayne/LouAnn Kling
	Nov. 1
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney

	
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney
	
	John/Karen Halling

	Apr. 12
	Ruby Hieb
	Nov. 8 
	Terry VanDerPol

	
	Bea Read
	
	Mike/Shelly Gaffaney

	Apr. 19 
	Mike/Shelly Gaffaney 
	Nov. 15 
	Stan/Janelle Kompelien

	
	Joel/Diane Beninga 
	
	Curt/Paula Soine

	Apr. 26 
	Kent/Imo Sunderland
	Nov. 22 
	John/Julie Butterbrodt

	
	Darrell/Hazel Carter
	
	Sue Selden

	May 3 
	Ron/Marty Bergman
	Nov. 29 
	Rich/Sue Rollins

	
	Jon/Tammy Anderson
	
	Tom/Linda Bukowski

	May 10 
	Tom/Linda Bukowski
	Dec. 6 
	Kent/Imo Sunderland

	
	Sally Thoma
	
	Jon/Tammy Anderson

	May 17 
	DuWayne/LaVonne Koenen
	Dec. 13 
	Sally Thoma

	
	Rob/Janie Ator
	
	Bea Read

	May 24 
	Bob Slettedahl
	Dec. 20 
	Dick/Sharon Anderson

	
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	
	Cindy Fjermestad

	May 31
	Curt/Paula Soine
	Dec. 27 
	Steve/Vicke Zumhofe

	
	Helen Stukel
	
	Keith/Deb Koerlin

	
	          JUNE-JULY-AUGUST

               (ONE SERVER)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	June 7 
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	
	

	June 14 
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	
	

	June 21 
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	
	

	June 28
	Darrell/Hazel Carter
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please bring three dozen treats on your assigned Sunday.  If you are unable to serve Fellowship, please find a substitute and notify the church office.  Thank you!

CLEANING  SCHEDULE 2015
	Jan. 4
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	Sept. 6
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke

	Jan. 11
	Pearl Lenzen
	Sept. 13 
	Ron/Marty Bergman

	Jan. 18 
	Bea Read
	Sept. 20 
	DuWayne/LaVonne Koenen

	Jan.  25
	Gail Rohlik
	Sept. 27 
	Gail Rohlik

	Feb. 1
	Keith/Deb Koerlin
	Oct.  4 
	Terry VanDerPol

	Feb. 8 
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	Oct. 11 
	Diane Bakker

	Feb. 15 
	Bryan/Jenny Henslin
	Oct. 18 
	Jerry/Sheila Koepke

	Feb. 22 
	Gail Rohlik
	Oct. 25
	Gail Rohlik

	Mar. 1 
	Curt/Paula Soine
	Nov. 1 
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney

	Mar. 8 
	John/Julie Butterbrodt
	Nov. 8 
	Mike/Shelly Gaffaney

	Mar. 15 
	Marv/Bev Nordang
	Nov. 15 
	Stan/Janelle Kompelien

	Mar. 22
	Cindy Fjermestad
	Nov. 22
	Jon/Julie Butterbrodt

	Mar. 29
	Gail Rohlik
	Nov. 29
	Gail Rohlik

	Apr. 5
	Bryan/Peggy Mooney
	Dec. 6 
	Kent/Imo Sunderland

	Apr. 12 
	Ruby Hieb
	Dec. 13 
	Bea Read

	Apr. 19 
	Joel/Diane Beninga
	Dec. 20
	Cindy Fjermestad

	Apr. 26 
	Gail Rohlik
	Dec. 27 
	Gail Rohlik

	May 3 
	Jon/Tammy Anderson
	
	

	May 10 
	Sally Thoma
	
	

	May 17 
	Rob/Janie Ator
	
	

	May 24 
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	
	

	May 31 
	Gail Rohlik
	
	

	JUNE-JULY-AUGUST

(ONLY ONE SERVER)
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	June 7 
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	
	

	June 14
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	
	

	June 21 
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	
	

	June 28
	Joel/Diane Beninga
	
	

	July 5 
	Dick/Sharon Anderson
	
	

	July 12 
	Sue Selden
	
	

	July 19
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	
	

	July 26 
	John/Karen Halling
	
	

	Aug. 2 
	Rob/Janie Ator
	
	

	Aug. 9 
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	
	

	Aug. 16
	Wayne/LouAnn Kling
	
	

	Aug. 23
	Ruby Hieb
	
	

	Aug. 30
	Helen Stukel
	
	


Church members are scheduled to clean the church upstairs and ready for worship on the indicated Sunday.  Cleaning supplies and a list of duties are downstairs in the closet between the bathrooms.  Call for a key.  If this week is inconvenient for you, please trade with someone else or for $25 and a week’s notice, you may hire one of the following:  John Butterbrodt 564-3306, Pearl Lenzen 564-3224, or Gail Rohlik at Cell (507)829-8587 or one of the youth.  Put the money in an envelope with both yours and their name on it and put in the secretary’s office (or slip under the door).  Gail Rohlik will clean upstairs and downstairs the last Sunday of each month.  Thank you!

GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

January 2015  
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
PULPIT SUPPLY AND VISITATION PASTOR:  KAREN SCHMIDT-DILL

MODERATOR: ROB ATOR      

SECRETARY: ROSALENE MOONEY

ORGANIST:  JOAN LUNDELL  CHOIR DIRECTOR: JEFF IVERSON  TREASURER: JANIE ATOR

NEWSLETTER EDITORS:  KAREN SCHMIDT-DILL AND ROSALENE MOONEY


CHURCH ADDRESS:  210 NINTH AVENUE, GRANITE FALLS, MN 56241

CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

KAREN’ E-MAIL ADDRESS:  kschmidt117@centurylink.net

KAREN’S CELL:  507-430-0138
CHURCH OFFICE: 320-564-2442     9:00 A.M. TO NOON WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY  

