Pasture’s Ruminations
“April Showers Bring May Flowers”, I know you all grew up with this saying. Our area of the Midwest and especially in southern Minnesota is experiencing a severe drought. Thank you, dear God, for the precious moisture that fell in the form of a wet snow March 22nd. In a protected corner along the foundation at my home the green shoots of chives are coming up and there were tiny bits of green peeking through on the lawn in mid-March. Spring fever is getting a grip on me, I bought several packets of flowers and vegetables already and am waiting for the time to get the garden tilled. 

In THE NEW CENTURY HYMNAL there is a section for changing seasons hymns. One of my favorites (relatively new-1985) is the hymn In the Bulb There is a Flower, it is also known as Hymn of Promise. Both the words and the tune were written by Natalie Seeth.

1. In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree,

in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be,

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

2. There's a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;

there's a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

3. In our end is our beginning, in our time, infinity;

in our doubt there is believing, in our life, eternity,

in our death, a resurrection, at the last, a victory,

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
The very first time I heard this hymn was at a memorial service and was instantly drawn to the beauty and variety of meanings you can find in those lines. This is a hymn of promise and I have also heard it sung at weddings, around this time of year as spring “temperature spring” is drawing near and even any old time during the church year… perhaps when people are tired, disheartened in some way and seeking renewal. 

At first glance, this reads like a gardening song (and it is all that). Ms. Seeth had to be intimately in touch with nature and the cycles of growth, birth and death to have written of the intimacy and interaction of creation this way. She even seems to refer to the Johnny Appleseed folk tale as she pens the phrase-in the seed, an apple tree. As you read on the metaphors become more intricate and move into our hearts, our minds and our very souls with meaning. Mystery and victory are unrevealed until their seasons, something God alone can see. 
God sees and is with us in our seasons as we evolve, grow, produce our own “crop” and return to our Maker as the entire world does in its season. 

By the time many of you read this we may already be past Palm Sunday, well into Holy Week, recognizing the horrors of how humans can make mistakes and hurt one another. Perhaps even Easter has arrived by the time you read this newsletter. I pray that everyone has taken the time to visit with God-our Still-Speaking, Still-Creating-Always Loving God at the church of your choice. There are those who may not be comfortable within the four walls of a church any longer. I hope and pray that even those folks find a way to know that there is a song in every silence and a dawn in every darkness, all year through.

Have a blessed Easter, joy-filled and be renewed as you explore the mystery of the future, with God.

Karen Schmidt-Dill, pulpit supply and visitation minister
Purple Prayer Sunday   April 12, 2015    American Cancer Society Relay for Life of Yellow Medicine County is celebrating our area’s cancer survivors, caregivers and volunteers. The Relay for Life will be on June 5, 2015 in Clarkfield, with opening ceremonies at 6 p.m. 

Scripture Readings for April

	Wednesday of Holy Week
April 1, 2015
	Isaiah 50:4-9a
	Psalm 70
	Hebrews 12:1-3
	John 13:21-32

	Maundy Thursday
April 2, 2015
Holy Thursday
	Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
	Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
	1 Corinthians 11:23-26
	John 13:1-17, 31b-35

	Good Friday
April 3, 2015
	Isaiah 52:13-53:12
	Psalm 22
	Hebrews 10:16-25
	John 18:1-19:42

	Holy Saturday
April 4, 2015
	Job 14:1-14
	Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16
	1 Peter 4:1-8
	Matthew 27:57-66

	Easter Vigil
April 5, 2015
	Old Testament Readings and Psalms 

· Genesis 1:1-2:4a and Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26

· Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 and Psalm 46

· Genesis 22:1-18 and Psalm 16

· Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 and Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18

· Isaiah 55:1-11 and Isaiah 12:2-6

· Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4 or Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6 and Psalm 19

· Ezekiel 36:24-28 and Psalm 42, 43

· Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Psalm 143

· Zephaniah 3:14-20 and Psalm 98

New Testament Reading and Psalm 

· Romans 6:3-11 and Psalm 114

Gospel 

· Mark 16:1-8

	Resurrection of the Lord
April 5, 2015
Easter Day
	Acts 10:34-43

	Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
	1 Corinthians 15:1-11
	John 20:1-18

	Easter Evening
April 5, 2015
	Isaiah 25:6-9
	Psalm 114
	1 Corinthians 5:6b-8
	Luke 24:13-49

	Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2015
	Acts 4:32-35
	Psalm 133
	1 John 1:1-2:2
	John 20:19-31

	Third Sunday of Easter
April 19, 2015
	Acts 3:12-19
	Psalm 4
	1 John 3:1-7
	Luke 24:36b-48

	Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2015
	Acts 4:5-12
	Psalm 23
	1 John 3:16-24
	John 10:11-18


MN Conference 53rd Annual Meeting: registration materials have arrived. The theme is: Going Deeper: Trusting In Sacred Conversation (Luke 5:1-11). Save the dates: June 12-14, 2015, College of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN.  The registration materials and a variety of information are available at the church office or you can also go on-line at www.uccmn.org. If you wish to go, there may also be scholarships available to help you with the costs. 
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APRIL 2015
	Responsibility

	
	APRIL 5
	APRIL 12
	APRIL 19
	APRIL 26

	Usher
	Mike Gaffaney
	Mike Gaffaney
	Terry VanDerPol
	Terry VanDerPol

	Usher
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Shelly Gaffaney
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship


	Wayne & LouAnn Kling
	Ruby Hieb
	Mike & Shelly Gaffaney
	Kent & Imo Sunderland

	Fellowship
	Bryan & Peggy Mooney
	Bea Read
	Joel & Diane Beninga
	Darrell & Hazel Carter

	Liturgist
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sue Selden
	Helen Stukel
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Bryan & Peggy Mooney
	Ruby Hieb
	Joel & Diane Beninga
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS              

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

April   1
Charlotte Zumhofe 

April 12
Bryan & Peggy Mooney

April 3
Sandy Torgerson 

April 14
Spencer & Peggy Kvam
April 7
Jackie Peterson 

April 29
Rich & Sue Rollins

April   9
Lee Johnson

April 22
Ray Olson

April 24
Rob Ator

April 26
Sharon Anderson

[image: image3.png]



APRIL CHURCH CALENDAR    
April 1

6:30 p.m.
Choir






April 2

5:30 pm
Maundy Thursday




Joint Cedar Meal at Monte
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April 3

7:00 pm
Joint Good Friday Service




at Granite Falls
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April 4



Holy Saturday

April 5

9:15 a.m.
Easter Service/Communion

April 8

6:30 p.m.
Choir                          


7:30 p.m.
Council Meeting

April 12
9:15 a.m.
Worship

April 15
6:30 pm
Choir

April 19
9:15 am
Worship

April 20
Deadline for May Encounter News




April 22
6:30 p.m.
Choir

April 23
7:00 pm
Circle of Stones at




Sharon Anderson’s

April 26
9:15 am
Worship
April 29
6:30 p.m.
Choir

 DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
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Drivers for the Dinner At Your Door program during the week of  March 8 - 14
included Sharon Anderson and Amanda, LaVonne and DuWayne Koenen, Janelle 
Kompelien, Joel Beninga, Lynn Holmstrom, John Butterbrodt, and Cindy and

Cheri Fjermestad.

Your participating in this local mission project is greatly appreciated by all that
are involved.  Check your calendars and save 45 min. to an hour during the week
of April 19 -25 to help others.

The famous yellow calendar will be on a table at the back of the church waiting 
for signatures.  Or you can call the church office and Rosalene will take a message.

Ruby Hieb

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
UCC Council Minutes

February, 2015

Called to order at 7:00 pm, February 11, 2015

Karen S.  led devotional prayer

Present:  Karen Schmidt., Peggy Kvam, Bryan Mooney, Terry VanDerPol, Sharon Anderson, Sue Selden. 

Spencer Kvam

Proposed Agenda:

Add 

· Winter weather calling list

· Disposition of minutes

· Committee reports

· Special congregational meeting  --Terry will send minutes and amended by-laws to Rosalene

Approve as amended:  Sue/Sharon

Approve Minutes:  Peggy/Sharon/Unanimous

Committee Reports

Christian Ed has not met

Worship and membership—Thursday of next week

Building and Maintenance – Bryan and Peggy want to order a vanity for the bathroom.  Bryan will order it 

Stewardship:  Just met. Same officers.  February food shelf, April is Cue, May is STC

Wider Church:  Seder meal
 at Montevideo for Maundy Thursday, Conference is building a case for support for serious fundraising—5 to 8 mill..

Memorials and Bequests – No report

Joint Parish Council – Hiring timeline after Ash Wednesday service

Move to accept reports:  Peggy/Sue/U

Pastor’s Report

· Seder meal

· Worked on Lent services

· Meatball Dinner

Old Business

Meatball Dinner:

· DuWayne needs tickets

New Business

Spencer requested we designate a Vice-Moderator to convene the Council when he is unavailable.  Nominated Sue, she agreed. Sharon/Peggy/U

No financial report

Committee Slate:  Karen/Bryan/U

Weather calling list:  Sue S. is updating

Disposition of minutes: In newsletter once they are approved.

Reports: 

Treasurer’s report: Janie is not here.  Council discussed how to handle reports and bills going forward.  Janie’s schedule is going to be pretty unsettled for some time and we need to make certain things don’t fall through the cracks.  Spencer will go to the bank tomorrow and make sure he can sign for checks

Church Use Requests:

None

Devotions in March:  

Sue Selden

8:20 adjourn

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the Bible: Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter.

Little Rick was excited about the task -- but, he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to know."


JESUS RESUME
Address: Ephesians 1:20


Phone: Romans 10:13
Website: The Bible. Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus
  
Hello. My name is Jesus -The Christ. Many call me Lord! I've sent you my resume because I'm seeking the top management position in your heart. Please consider my accomplishments as set forth in my resume.
   
Qualifications
I founded the earth and established the heavens, (See Proverbs  3:19)
I formed man from the dust of the ground, (See Genesis 2:7)
I breathed into man the breath of life, (See Genesis 2:7)
I redeemed man from the curse of the law, (See Galatians 3:13)
The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life through me,(See Galatians 3:14)

Occupational Background
 I've only had one employer, (See Luke 2:49).   I've never been tardy, absent, disobedient, slothful or disrespectful.
 My employer has nothing but rave reviews for me, (See Matthew 3:15-17)
     
Skills Work Experiences
Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the poor to be poor no more, healing the brokenhearted, setting the captives free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and setting at liberty them that are bruised, (See Luke 4:18).  I am a Wonderful Counselor, (See Isaiah 9:6). People who listen to me shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil, (See Proverbs 1:33).  Most importantly, I have the authority, ability and power to cleanse you of your sins, (See I John 1:7-9)
  
Educational Background
I encompass the entire breadth and length of knowledge, wisdom and understanding, (See Proverbs 2:6).
In me are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, (See Colossians 2:3).
My Word is so powerful; it has been described as being a lamp unto your feet and a lamp unto your path, (See Psalms 119:105).  I can even tell you all of the secrets of your heart, (See Psalms 44:21).
  
Major Accomplishments
I was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of all times, (See Genesis 1:26).
I laid down my life so that you may live, (See II Corinthians 5:15).
I defeated the archenemy of God and mankind and made a show of them openly, (See Colossians 2:15).
I've miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised the dead!
  
There are many more major accomplishments, too many to mention here.  You can read them on my website, which is located at: www dot - the BIBLE. You don't need an Internet connection or computer to access my website.
      
References
Believers and followers worl dwide will testify to my divine healings, salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration and supernatural guidance.
  
In Summation
Now that you've read my resume, I'm confident that I'm the only candidate uniquely qualified to fill this vital position in your heart. In summation, I will properly direct your paths, (See Proverbs 3:5-6), and lead you into everlasting life, (See John 6:47). When can I start? Time is of the essence, (See Hebrews 3:15).


GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241
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Pulpit Supply and Visitation Pastor:  Karen Schmidt-Dill




Cell 507-430-0138
kschmidt117@centurylink.net



Moderator: Spencer Kvam      
    Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Organist:  Joan Lundell

    Choir Director: Jeff Iverson


Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Karen Schmidt-Dill and Rosalene Mooney



Church E-Mail address: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

Web Site:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442


Secretary Hours:  W-F 9:00-12:00 Noon

� Please note the Seder meal has since been cancelled. Montevideo will host Good Friday service and Granite Falls will host Maundy Thursday.





