Pasture’s Ruminations

Do any of you listen to Krista Tippett on public radio? She has two programs, that I know of, that she moderates and coordinates: On Being and Speaking of Faith. NPR and American Public Media stations carry the broadcasts, you can even access the podcasts on your mobile phone. I would highly encourage you to engage in these thought provoking and faith-filled discussions. 

You might ask whose faith or what subjects? Ms. Tippett can take almost any topic and research it, find participants to thoughtfully share their views as she asks questions, even very pointed and controversial questions in a very kind and open manner. I was scrolling through the archives and saw a discussion about Rumi, a 13th century Muslim mystic and poet. (He wrote some awesome stuff.) I thought I had clicked on that blog but ended up listening to a conversation entitled, “Future of Marriage”, which was presented in 2012. See, variety is the spice of life. Ha. 

As I listened to the discussion about Marriage, it was pretty obvious from the outset that it was/is related to the recent political events of the position of the legal and moral issues of gay and lesbian marriages. David Blankenhorn is founder and president of the Institute of American Values. He's also co-director of The Marriage Opportunity Council. Jonathan Rauch is a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution and co-director of The Marriage Opportunity Council. These two guest speakers could not have begun their adult lives much farther apart in their beliefs about marriage. And yet as they grew to know one another they became friends. And both of them have changed their beliefs about marriage somewhat, they now work together on that Marriage Opportunity Council.

It wasn’t so much the discussion on the pros and cons of homosexual marriage that I was fascinated with in this conversation as it was the comradery and the respect and the listening and the growth I heard shared between them, as well as with, Ms. Tippett. They were talking about the need for civil conversations (which brought laughter about the civil being interpreted as boring rather than being “nice”). As they shared stories about how we humans need to converse with one another they related that to the polarization of the politicians in Washington, D.C. and our state capitals on any number of issues. 

And then the conversation turned to how we can be patriotic no matter which point of view we have about the rightness or wrongness of gay and lesbian marriage. (See what I mean about the wonders and the ability of Ms. Tippett to hold together a conversation and make it meaningful?) Here is how Mr. Rauch put it: “I believe there's an element of patriotism about this. I believe that there are higher values, ultimately, than what each of us wants as individuals.

I discovered in you, I thought, someone who understood that you're a multivalue person and that as strongly as you felt about marriage, that you felt even more strongly that we have to share the country. And it is our duty as citizens to find ways to live together. And that that's a higher value still. I equate that with a form of patriotism. When I see someone who won't compromise, I see someone betraying the core purposes of our Constitution, which is to force compromise.”

Another point they came to in the conversation is about Achieving Disagreement. Mr. Blankenhorn shared this definition: “See, because it's easy to have a false disagreement. I can just say, “Oh, you're a bad person and you're stupid. You're some kind of religious zealot or something.” I can just have a belief. But to actually know where we disagree requires effort from you and from me. We have to have a relationship to do that. And part of achieving disagreement means identifying areas of common ground. It means finding out where we agree.

Otherwise, how do you know where you disagree if you don't also know where you agree? And that, I'll tell you, in today's world of hyperpolarization and the sheer idiocy that is our public debate on most days, 98 percent of the time, the heart just cries out for this kind of serious effort to achieve disagreement.”

All throughout this radio program I heard, between the lines, how God and the teachings of Christ fit into the discussion. We have to have a relationship in order to be able to agree or disagree. We have to have a relationship to be in conversation. Jesus formed his ministry around relationships, God wants to be in relationship with us. It’s no problem to disagree or agree with God, this is what brings us to being in a relationship with our Creator.

Loving conversations be with you all, 

Karen Schmidt-Dill, supply and visitation pastor
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2015
	Responsibility
	May 3
	May 10
	May 17
	May 24
	May 31

	Please find your own substitute if you are unable to take your assigned week.

	Usher
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen
	Pearl Lenzen

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship
	Stan/Janell Kompelien
	Sally Thoma
	DuWayne/LaVonne Koenen
	Bob Slettedahl
	Curt/Paula Soine

	Fellowship
	Keith/Deb Koerlin
	Jerry/Barb Gustafson
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	Helen Stukel

	Liturgist
	Helen Stukel
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sue Selden
	Sharon Anderson
	Terry VanDerPol

	Clean Up
	Keith/Deb Koerlin
	Sally Thoma
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Bill/Sue Krinke
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


MAY BIRTHDAYS 


MAY ANNIVERSARIES
May  2
Sheila Koepke 

May  3

Dick & Sharon Anderson

May  5
Greg Holmstrom 

May 27
Keith & Deb Koerlin
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May 15
Craig Giles

May 25
May Peterson

May 27
Laura Butterbrodt

May 30
Nolan Zumhofe
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MAY CHURCH CALENDAR
May 3
          
9:15 am
Worship
          10:30 am
Highway Clean Up

May 6

6:30 pm
Choir

May 10
9:15 am
Worship & Communion/Mother’s Day


2:00-4:00 pm
Bridal Shower – See additional information

May 13
6:30 pm
Choir’s last practice until Fall


7:30 pm
Council Meeting
May 17
9:15 am
Worship Service





Last Sunday for Choir until Fall
May 21
7:00 pm
Circle of Stones at Pearl Lenzen’s
May 22
Deadline for June Encounter News



 
May 24
9:15 am
Worship

May 19
Deadline for June Encounter
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May 31
9:15 am
Worship


6:00 pm
Choir Picnic at Dick & Sharon Anderson’s





See additional information

Aug. 25
5:30 pm
Worship & Membership Meeting
May 1-May 7
Pilgrim Point Work Camp (any time)
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BRIDAL SHOWER IN UCC BASEMENT
Sunday, May 10

2:00-4:00 pm

You are invited to a Bridal Shower for Whitney Gregoire, 

Bride to Be of Kyle Mooney.

CHOIR PICNIC MAY 31   6:00 PM

DICK & SHARON ANDERSON’S HOME

ALSO ALL MEMBERS & FRIENDS ARE INVITED!!!
Bring goodies, beverages and lawn chairs.
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SUMMER COMMUNION SERVERS NEEDED
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Special thanks to Bryan and Peggy Mooney for donating to the upstairs bathroom refurbishing and special thanks to Steve Zumhofe for all the maintenance he has been doing in the church!
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MARCH                            YEAR TO DATE   
                 

 Income        $ 4,624.00     $ 13,468.00

 Expenses     $ 4,317.23     $ 10,896.58
The Annual Dues of $10 per member or friend is due.  Please indicate on your check that the amount is for Members and Friends Annual Dues.  Thank you so much!

DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
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Those who volunteered to deliver dinners during the week of April 19 - April 25 were:

Dick and Sharon Anderson, Curt Soine, Janelle Kompelien, Helen and Gene Stukel,

DuWayne and LaVonne Koenen, Joel Beninga, and Darrell and Hazel Carter.

Thanks for the team work, helping others.

 

ALERT EVERYONE!  Our next opportunity to do local mission work by delivering 

dinners will be May 31 - June 6.  Will be looking for your signature on the yellow tablet.  (Will also accept telephone calls.)        Ruby Hieb    564-4339  

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
UCC Council Minutes        March 11, 2015
Sue S. provided devotions

Present: Steve, Karen, Bryan, Sharon, Sue, Peggy, Spencer, Terry

Add three items to the agenda:

Vacation, Palm Sunday Bruch, Treasurer process

Agenda approved: Peggy, Sue/U

Approve minutes 

Peggy/Sharon/U

Committee Reports
Christian Ed:  Bryan talked to committee and rounded up Janie and Julia. Discussing Laura and Ali’s mission trip. To help fund the trip, youth fund balance, money they had raised themselves for a Mission Trip.  Christian Ed has a cd.  Offer both kids $200 each out of C.E. and match that from the youth fund?  

Worship and Membership:  Liturgist should repeat Joys and Concerns. So all can hear. Time to review the membership list. 

Building and Maintenance   Carpet on the front steps getting ragged.

Stewardship Has not met.  $883 was delivered to Food Shelf

Wider Church  Who’s keeping trac  k of Pilgrim Point?  

Memorials and Bequests:  Market value UC endowment?

Joint Parish Council Update on interviewing and hiring process
Approve reports: Sue/Bryan/U

If we have not paid our membership to chamber of commerce we should.

Sue/Peggy/U

Financial Report

Are we contributing to Karen’s phone?

We set aside $200 per year.  $50/quarter

Move to provide that to Karen.  Peggy/Steve/U

Janie paid Soine and Ryers for early work on water line break.

Move to accept financial report

Sue/Peggy/U

Pastor’s Report: February busy with Lent and Meatball dinner. Increased visitation.

Seder meal cancelled.  Maundy Thursday here.  Good Friday service in Monte.

April 16, from 7 to 9.  “Beyond the Bandaid”

Old Business

Meatball dinner report:  Timing was good.

New Business

Water line.   Estimates—Soine 150.00

Ryers  $350 and $450.

$700 for the guy who located the leak.

Baker:  Thinks it will run about $3500.  Then we need the indoor plumbing run.

Easter—extra buckets. Put an announcement in the bulletin.

Pastor-Parish relations

If you know someone who needs or wants a visit, share information

Ushers need to get here earlier

Keypad on the door instead of keys?

Delayed

Paula Soine e-mail – Too much food is being requested of people doing Fellowship.

Two people bringing two dozen treats is fine.

Thrivent: $4206 from Thrivent Choice

Vacation for Karen:  After Easter.  Sunday of April 19th 

Palm Sunday brunch: Not doable without water.

Treasurer: Janie is going to have to be absent sometimes on short notice as Rob looks for job.  We need to make sure the Report gets to Council if she can’t and that she has a back up if she needs to be away for a while.

Church Use request:  Julie B wants to borrow tables and chairs for graduation and hold it in the church if it rains.

Peggy/Sharon/U

Sue Selden will do devotions

Motion to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:15.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER
May 2015    Issue No. 5
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY


Pulpit Supply and Visitation Pastor:  Karen Schmidt-Dill



Cell 507-430-0138
kschmidt117@centurylink.net



Moderator: Spencer Kvam      
    Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Organist:  Joan Lundell

    Choir Director: Jeff Iverson


Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Karen Schmidt-Dill and Rosalene Mooney



Church E-Mail address: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

Web Site:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442


Secretary Hours:  W-F 9:00-12:00 Noon

