Pasture’s Ruminations
C

 hange is in the air. Again. Still. Always. And that is a good thing. Change brings opportunity. You might ask, “opportunity for what?” You might say, “I hate change.” Perhaps you see problems or feel confusion with new challenges. Or maybe you look at change as a new chance for growth. Whichever way, negative or positive, that an alteration of the familiar occurrences impacts you and your life, change happens every moment of our lives. Inevitably seasons change, within those seasons, there are natural changes… flowers grow, bloom, wither; baby animals and insects are born and mature and die… rain, cold, wind, heat, snow, sunshine, darkness comes and goes. 

Humans encounter one another, we work, we play, we learn, we destroy and we build. We eat, we sleep, we get sick or injured, we heal, we die. We teach and we create, we think, we act instinctively. We love, we despise, we are apathetic. We are sad, happy, furious. The change is continuous. Learning how to deal with change, how to cope is not automatic, sometimes it is easy, sometimes coping is never accomplished the way we wish. 

We most certainly need prayer, meditation, quiet time with our Still-Living, Still-Speaking, Still-Loving God. And reassurance from God. One of the UCC Daily Devotions from a couple of weeks ago, talks about “New Things.” 

New Things by Emily C. Heath

"For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating." - Isaiah 65:17-18

   I'm pushing 40. In every part of culture, except for one, I'm officially middle-aged. That last bastion of youth? The church. Don't get me wrong; I sort of enjoy the church-enabled self-delusion that I am still young. But, when I'm being honest with myself, I know I'm really not all that young anymore.   
   That's why I'm always troubled by the lack of younger voices in the room when decisions about the future of churches, or denominations, are being made. I have about another thirty years of active ordained ministry left. Then I'll hopefully have some more time left in the pews. And there are two whole generations after me with even more time left in our church.  
   The decisions being made today are ones that will shape the church of the future. And those who are "younger" are often told that we are the "future of the church." So, how come no one is listening to what the ones who will inherit this church think?  
   In Isaiah God tells us that God is creating something new, and that we should rejoice and be glad for that. I believe God is doing something new in churches and denominations too. I believe that the church that exists at the end of my life will look radically different than the one that exists now.   
   That does not scare me. That excites me. And wherever God is leading, I'm going to follow.  
   I don't know what the future church will look like exactly, but I do know who is going to be there when it comes. And so, I'm drawing on the wisdom of the elders I've had who have taught me to listen to younger voices by listening to mine. I'm starting to look at the next generations, and I'm listening to what they have to say. Because I believe that God will use them to create something worth our joy, and I want to be a part of it.

Prayer 
God, help us to see what you are about to do, and help us empower the ones you are going to use to do your work. Amen. 
We can look forward to the “something new” in our church’s future, let us be glad and rejoice in what God is creating.

I want to thank each of you for trusting me to be your pastor this past year. I know that you will welcome Rev. Dr. Daniel Maiden, just as you did me. He begins his pastoral leadership with you on June 1. 

May God’s peace and blessings be apparent all the days of your lives. 

Visitation and Supply Pastor, Karen Schmidt-Dill
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JUNE 2015
	Responsibility

	
	JUNE 7
	JUNE 14
	JUNE 21
	JUNE 28

	Usher
	Bea Read
	Bea Read
	Darrell Carter
	Darrell Carter

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Volunteer
	Hazel Carter
	Hazel Carter

	Fellowship
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	Darrell/Hazel Carter

	Liturgist
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson

	Clean Up
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Rich/Sue Rollins
	Spencer/Peggy Kvam
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


JUNE BIRTHDAYS 






JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
June 3
Hank Olson 






June 15
John & Karen Halling  
June  5
Diane Bakker 








Mitch & Carlee Kling


Wayne Kling 






June 29
Ray & Sharon Olson
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June 19
Kyle Gaffaney


Janie Ator

June 22
Mitch Kling




June 23
Bob Slettedahl

June 27
Sue Krinke


Shelly Gaffaney

June 28
Judy Boman
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JUNE CHURCH CALENDAR    
June 1

7:00 pm
Pastoral Relations Committee at UCC

June 5

6:00 pm
Relay for Life in Clarkfield

June 6

Noon-4:30 pm
Graduation Reception for Laura Butterbrodt

June 7

9:15 am
Worship/Communion

June 10
7:00 pm
Council Meeting

June 21
9:15 am
Worship





Father’s Day

June 22
Deadline for July Encounter News





      June 28
      9:15 am
      Worship
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Relay for Life at Clarkfield HS Athletic Field

June 5 from 4:00 pm to Midnight






Congratulations to Laura Butterbrodt on her HS Graduation!
[image: image5.png]


 
[image: image6.png]



DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
Our Church will be delivering dinners May 31 - June 6.

Ruby

564-4339
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We extend a warm welcome to Rev. Dan Maiden who will begin ministry at the Montevideo and Granite Falls congregations on June 1.  
This will be the final week of ministry for Karen Schmidt Dill.  Her final service will be May 31.  We are all grateful for her fine service as supply and visitation pastor over the past year.  
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY
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Pulpit Supply and Visitation Pastor:  Karen Schmidt-Dill (May 31 final Sunday)




Cell 507-430-0138
kschmidt117@centurylink.net



Moderator: Spencer Kvam      
    Secretary: Rosalene Mooney


Organist:  Joan Lundell

    Choir Director: Jeff Iverson


Treasurer: Janie Ator


Newsletter Editors:  Karen Schmidt-Dill and Rosalene Mooney



Church E-Mail address: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com

Web Site:  www.granitefallsucc.org

Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday and Wednesday


Church Office: 320-564-2442


Secretary Hours:  W-F 9:00-12:00 Noon

