Dear Colleagues in Ministry:

Admittedly, I was some reluctant to address one of the major changes in our society these past few weeks, as I didn’t want to appear as if I had an agenda, given that Paul and I were married last February. Needless to say, Paul and I welcome marriage equality, and we hope to be around to celebrate the victory for a long time, but like other couples, we’re more concerned with protecting each other to the best we can , should something happen to one of us. It’s what most people do when you care for your spouse. For these reasons we enter in covenants, make promises that we’ll stand with each other in the best of times, as well as the worst of times. But it’s not always easy to remember those promises – that covenant; sometimes it can be quite difficult to be loving all the time. We’re only human, after all.

When I worked at the Longboat Island Chapel, we provided, what I called, “guest weddings,” as the couples were either interested in having a ceremony on the beach or in the adjacent wedding garden. The senior minister officiated at most of these weddings; however, I filled in when he was away. Most of the time, I enjoyed being a part those ceremonies, especially when we seemed to make a connection, but there times when I felt like a commodity, present only to witness the kiss and sign the marriage license. 

Yet there were moments of transcendence, such as the call when a former employee asked me to officiate at his wedding. Unexpectedly, he disappeared, but I eventfully found him on the web, or at least his mug shot. I knew his aunt, as she had been a member of the church. His incarceration was related to drug possession. However, that couple still wanted to get married. After several restless nights, I agreed, mindful that it was their covenant before God, their choice to be married. Moreover, if something should happen to him, there would be at his side – his wife, his aunt, and I. If no one else, we would walk with him.

Throughout the scriptures there a multiple covenants. Some are made between God and specific individuals, such as Noah and Abraham and Sarah. Some covenants are made with specific communities; some are made on behalf of future generations, but whether we remember our baptisms or not, God does not, and will not, forget us. And despite the fact that we forget those promises, GOD DOES NOT.

There is yet another covenant we may have forgotten, the covenant that we made when we joined our first church, as well as those churches that embraced us as we grew up, got married, and had children. Those promises we’ll carry with us into our graves, as God will not forget us. And if God will not forget us, nor should we ever forget each other.

Amen and amen.
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2015
	Responsibility
	AUGUST 2
	AUGUST 9
	AUGUST 16
	AUGUST 23
	AUGUST 30

	Please find your own substitute if you are unable to take your assigned week.

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Dick Anderson
	Dick Anderson
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Usher
	Volunteer
	Sharon Anderson
	Sharon Anderson
	Volunteer
	Volunteer

	Fellowship
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	Wayne/LouAnn Kling
	Ruby Hieb
	Helen Stukel

	Liturgist
	Helen Stukel
	Sue Selden
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson
	Helen Stukel

	Clean Up
	Rob/Janie Ator
	Babe/Sherry Gatchell
	Wayne/LouAnn Kling
	Ruby Hieb
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Aug.  3
Jeremy Posey 


Aug.  1

Babe & Sherri Gatchell 

Aug.  4
Vicke Zumhofe 

Aug. 12
Steve and Vicke Zumhofe

Aug.  5
Rich Dill 


Aug. 20
Jerry & Barb Gustafson

Aug. 10
Jennifer Krinke 

Aug. 22
Jon & Tammy Anderson

Aug. 14
Lou Anne Kling 

Aug. 22
Kent & Imo Sunderland

Aug. 16
Deb Koerlin 


Aug. 31
Wayne & Lou Anne Kling
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Aug. 21
Nicholas Anderson

Aug. 23
Adam Koepke

Aug. 25
Jeff VanOverbeke

Aug. 27
Rich Rollins




Aug. 27
Keith Koerlin

Aug. 29
Helen Stukel

Aug. 30
Jon Anderson
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AUGUST 2015 CHURCH CALENDAR




Aug. 2

9:00 a.m.
Worship/Communion


Aug. 9

9:00 a.m.
Worship
Aug. 12
7:00 p.m.
Council Meeting


Aug. 16
9:00 a.m.
Worship
Aug. 23
9:00 a.m.
Worship
Aug. 24
Deadline for September Encounter 
Aug. 26
5:30 p.m.
Worship & Membership 





Meeting at UCC

Aug. 30
9:00 a.m.
Worship
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May Income

 $3,924.00
Year to Date
$21,329.25

May Expenses
 $4,133.96       Year to Date  $17,481.66
                                   


   -$209.96                              $   3,847.59
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                     DINNER AT YOUR DOOR
Those who delivered Dinner At Your Door during the week of July 12-18 included Sharon and Dick Anderson, Joel Beninga, Cheri and Cindy Fjermestad, Avery Leinen, Karen Schmidt-Dill, Curt Soine, and Bob and Sally Thoma.  Thanks to each of you.  Plan ahead and sign up for the week of August 23-29 and be part of history...this could be the last time that you will have to carry the dinners up those famous steps at this kitchen!  Ruby Hieb 564-4339
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FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE
Requests for financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by October 18, 2015.  Scholarships are available for camp registration, education, leadership and special training needs. The Memorial, Bequests and Special Gifts committee will meet on that date to consider and allot funds.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.                    
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GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

PASTOR: REV. DAN MAIDEN


MODERATOR: SPENCER KVAM     

SECRETARY: ROSALENE MOONEY


ORGANIST:  JOAN LUNDELL    CHOIR  DIRECTOR:  JEFF IVERSON   TREASURER: JANIE ATOR


NEWSLETTER EDITORS:  PASTOR DAN MAIDEN AND ROSALENE MOONEY



CHURCH ADDRESS:  210 NINTH AVENUE, GRANITE FALLS, MN 56241


CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com  CHURCH PHONE: 320-564-2442     

PASTOR DAN’S   E-MAIL ADDRESS: revmaiden@mns.com        HOME PHONE:  320-379-1051  

         G.F PASTOR’S HOURS:  9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 PM WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY & BY APPOINTMENT 
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SECRETARY’S OFFICE HOURS 9:00-12:00 NOON, WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY


WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

