PASTOR’S PAGE
Dear Colleagues in Ministry:

Over the years I’ve accumulated an electronic library of quotations, poems, and brief reflections that I found to be meaningful. Indeed, amongst these notes are reflections of specific events in my life. Thus, as I sat down to write this article, I did a “search” that took me back to the 220th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA. As I was new to the Presbyterian order, I thought it would be helpful to see how they function. Given their “Book of Order,” it’s not surprising that they do everything in an orderly fashion. 

As with every denomination these days, the primary concern was gay marriage – and divestment from businesses operating in the West Bank of the Middle East. Consequently, as the Presbyterian delegates gathered, the Moderator, Cindy Bolbach, was faced with a daunting challenge: how to keep these brothers and sisters in conversation with each other – rather than speaking at each other.  

In her opening statement, Bolbach proclaimed, “At the heart of the gospel, at the heart of each community of faith that seeks to proclaim the gospel, is not structure or the Form of Government. At the heart of the gospel lie disciples … who are willing to take risks, who are willing to do whatever it takes to help others see Jesus. Not just carrying those whom they like, but maybe even carrying those they don’t know, those they don’t like.” Having told the story of the paraplegic who was unable to reach through the crowds for healing she asked, “Who is willing to go up to the roof and be willing to cut a hole in it.” 

As I thought about this article, I considered the challenges of being in conversation with those whom we may not know well, the challenges of being in conversation with those we don’t particularly like. Indeed, I remember someone once stating (a long time ago) that we are required to show “Christian love” for each other, as if love requires a qualifier.  However, I questioned that qualifier, as I already knew the difference between “love” - as opposed to – mere “toleration.” The scriptures will not let us go so easily.

There’s something disruptive about the story of the paraplegic. If nothing else, it reminds us that we should never take each other for granted. As we gather for the Sunday service, or attend a meeting, or engage in conversation with someone we do not know, we are called to take the time to be present with the Holy Other. For those of us who are introverts, that’s particularly challenging. Then again, in a culture of fast food and multiple choices to fill our time, it’s probably difficult for most us to be fully engaged with our neighbors.
As we move towards the Fall Season, let us reflect on where we find ourselves within this story. It’s tempting to say that we would be amongst those who “raise the roof,” but might we also be amongst those with multiple demands and limited time to connect with each other?

God’s Peace be with You,

Pastor Dan

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT AT PILGRIM POINT
Register for a wonderful experience and God-filled weekend at Pilgrim Point Church Camp, September 25-27. Finding Our Voices is the theme. The presenter this year is Maren Tirabassi, she is an amazing pastor and author. You will be exploring/finding the UNIQUE way that you can express your gifts. Writing, cooking, crafting, singing…. More information and registration material is on the table in the fellowship area upstairs.
SUNDAY READERS
Pastor Dan is interested in having more people involved with each Sunday’s worship service. Please give him a call or check with Helen Stukel for a sign-up sheet. We can’t promise no hard words to pronounce but wouldn’t it be fun to pretend you know a foreign language? 
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	Responsibility

	
	SEPTEMBER 6
	SEPTEMER 13
	SEPTEMBER 20
	SEPTEMBER 27

	Usher
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney
	Bryan Mooney

	Usher
	Peggy Mooney
	Peggy Mooney
	Peggy Mooney
	Peggy Mooney

	Fellowship


	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Ron/Marty Bergman
	Christian Ed Committee
	Bea Read

	Fellowship
	Cindy Fjermestad
	Jon/Tammy Anderson
	Christian Ed Committee
	Steve/Vicke Zumhofe

	Liturgist
	Sue Selden
	Terry VanDerPol
	Sharon Anderson
	Helen Stukel

	Clean Up
	Jeff/Sheila VanOverbeke
	Ron/Marty Bergman
	DuWayne/LaVonne Koenen
	Gail Rohlik

	Clean Down
	NA
	NA
	NA
	Gail Rohlik

	Please have the church cleaned by the listed date


SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 


SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Sept. 3 

Kyle Mooney 



Sept.  6
Darrell & Hazel Carter

Sept.  6
Pearl Lenzen
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Margaret Zumhofe


Jared Zumhofe


Curt Soine

Sept.  8
Brad Hall

Sept. 11
John Dack

Sept. 12
Sue Rollins

Sept. 17
Emily Rollins







Steve Zumhofe

Sept. 23
Shelby Nielsen

Sept. 28
Helen Stukel

SEPTEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR
Sept. 3

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
Circle of Stones at Sharon Anderson’s




155 Jordan Drive #18 (564-0964)

Sept. 3

7:00 pm
Stewardship Committee meeting

Sept. 6

9:00 am
Worship/Communion
Sept. 9

6:30 pm
Choir


6:30 pm
Building and Maintenance meeting

7:30 pm
Council meeting

Sept. 10
7:00 pm
Pastor Parish meeting


Sept. 13
9:00 am
Worship

Sept. 16
6:30 pm
Choir

Sept. 20
9:00 am
Worship   Rally Sunday/Pack the Pews
Sept. 23
6:30 pm
Choir

Sept. 21
Deadline for October Encounter

Sept. 27
9:00 am
Worship
Sept. 30
6:30 pm
Choir
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FINANCIAL SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE
Requests for financial scholarships for the academic year must be received by October 18, 2015.  Scholarships are available for camp registration, education, leadership and special training needs. The Memorials, Bequests and Special Gifts committee will meet on that date to consider and allot funds.  All church members and friends are encouraged to apply.                    
CIRCLE OF STONES
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September 3 will be Circle of Stones at 7:00 pm.  Sharon Anderson will be hosting the meeting.  Her new address is 155 Jordan Drive #18 and her new telephone number is 564-0964.


Drivers who did local mission work by delivering dinners through the Dinner At Your Door program were: Terry Vander Pol, Janelle Kompelien, Lynn Holmstrom, LaVonne Koenen, Helen Stukel, and Karen Schmidt Dill.  Thanks to each of you.

Be ready to place your name on the yellow tablet or give me a call because you are ready to dedicate approximately 45 minutes of your time to help others.  If you have never done it before, I will make sure that you do not have to do it alone.  We could even find time for a cup of coffee after delivering.

Please find a bit of time to help others during the week of Nov. 15 - 21.
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564-4339
July Income

 $3,411.00
Year to Date
$29,325.25

July Expenses
 $3,756.78       Year to Date  $26,471.27

Water expenses were over $5,000 and so far we’ve raised $4,470.

   Church Office Assistant Needed

Granite Falls United Church of Christ (Congregational) has an immediate need for a church office assistant. If you know anyone who would be interested in a:

· 10-14 hour job, flexible hours and times although prefer mornings in the church office

·  Demonstrates a good grasp on confidentiality 

· computer experience-including word processing (Word, Windows 8.1 or 10 & Publisher 2013) as well as Excel spreadsheet skills

· Strong verbal & written communication skills.

Please have them contact Pastor Dan Maiden or the church office at 320-564-2442. They can send a resume and cover letter to: Granite Falls United Church of Christ, 210 Ninth Avenue, Granite Falls, MN 56241. Email: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com
GRANITE FALLS
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

210 Ninth Avenue,

Granite Falls, MN 56241

Change Service Requested

THE ENCOUNTER

September Issue No. 9  
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY

PASTOR: REV. DAN MAIDEN 


MODERATOR: SPENCER KVAM     


SECRETARY:  




TREASURER: JANIE ATOR


ORGANIST:  JOAN LUNDELL   


CHOIR DIRECTOR:  JEFF IVERSON   
NEWSLETTER EDITORS:  PASTOR DAN MAIDEN, SUE SELDEN AND KAREN SCHMIDT-DILL



CHURCH ADDRESS:  210 NINTH AVENUE, GRANITE FALLS, MN 56241


CHURCH E-MAIL ADDRESS: uccgf@mvtvwireless.com  CHURCH PHONE: 320-564-2442     


PASTOR DAN’S   E-MAIL ADDRESS: revmaiden@mns.com       

HOME PHONE:  320-379-1051     CELL PHONE:  941-932-0163
         G.F PASTOR’S HOURS:  9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 PM WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY & BY APPOINTMENT 
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SECRETARY’S OFFICE HOURS: 


WEB SITE:  www.granitefallsucc.org

�





�








